250 W. Huron, Vassar, MI 48768

SUNDAYS WITH JOE
I was excited when I heard my mentor finished his memoir. Joe turned
97 this year and for “something to do during COVID” he wrote and
published his 300 page autobiography.
I ordered it on Amazon as soon as it was available, and I gleefully
devoured each chapter of his life. Most of the stories Joe shared in his
book were already familiar to me, but often offered additional details I
had not previously heard before.
As the book turned to the 1990’s and beyond I got excited. I wanted to
hear and read how he’d share our time together. See for several years,
each Sunday, Joe and I would share lunch at his home. We’d talk about
everything seated at his battered table surrounded by spices and dry
goods spilling out of their shelves and containers. Joe was the kind of
cook that would “try something new” each and every meal. You never
knew what would be in the soup, or the salad or even the parfait. So the
kitchen was a cacophony of random spices, nuts, dried fruit, and more.
The room always smelled exotic and divine. The meals? Not all were
winners.
After lunch we’d walk downtown to see a movie. It didn’t matter what
the movie was, Joe saw them all because he reviewed movies for the
local newspaper. I was his plus one so the price was right. I’d get my
popcorn and Diet Coke and enjoy whatever was playing.
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

After the movie, we’d walk back to his house, talking about the movie, eventually making
our way to Joe’s office where I would help him or teach him something about his computer.
We did this every week for many years. Talking to Joe I learned about politics, religion,
philanthropy, photography, history, and more. Joe was a retired humanities professor and
he know how to tell a story.
So when I reached the portion of his autobiography I read faster, wanting to see what he
shared about our Sunday’s together. And nothing was mentioned. Not a blip. Not a
footnote. No where did Joe mention even a single meal we two shared.
I’ll be honest I was a little hurt. I have treasured those moments together as formational
for character and person. I share Joe’s stories with my kids and grandkids and other
than my immediate family there have been more Joe stories in my sermons than any other
person in my life.
And I didn’t even get one sentence in his autobiography.
Feeling sorry for myself, just a few short minutes later I remembered a meet-up I had at a
conference a few years ago. A man named Bill passed me in the hallway. Re-introduced
himself to me. Reminded me that he was one of the many volunteers who worked under
me at the university and proceeded to tell me how formational I was to his career. The
opportunities and encouragement I gave him as an undergrad propelled him into the
person he was today.
And while I remembered Bill, I didn’t remember doing any of the acts he gave me credit for.
Here’s my point friends. There are people in our lives who we teach, guide, and inspire.
There are people who look up to us as mentor and leader. And sometimes we aren’t even
aware we are acting in that capacity. The world is watching how you care for others, how
you guide the next generations, how you treat those with less power and influence than
you. How you love your neighbor as yourself.
Your actions, whether your realize it or not, are teaching the next generation. Make them
Christ like.
Pastor Scott
1 Corinthians 11:1

Pastor Scott Sherrill
Vassar First United Methodist Church and Vassar First Presbyterian Church
989-455-1136
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~~JULY 2022~~
2nd~Men’s Breakfast—8:30 A.M., Innovations in
Richville
3rd~FOURTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST
Worship at 9:30 A.M.

Financial
Notes

Worship Leader & Message-Elder Steve Franko

2022 Financial Information
MAY - Year to Date

7th~Deacons’ Meeting—6:00 P.M.
9th~Women’s Breakfast—8:30 A.M., Innovations in
Richville
10th~COMMUNITY “PRAISE” WORSHIP
With COMMUNION at TNorth Pavilion
Worship at 10:30 A.M.

Bring lawn chairs/Ice Cream Sandwich Social after Worship

17TH~SIXTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST
Worship at 9:30 A.M.

MAY
Gen. Fund Income:

YTD

$7,566.64

$35,170.32

362.88

827.87

Total Income

$7,929.52

$35,998.19

Expenses:

$6,853.96

$46,986.74

Net Income.

$1,075.56

$(10,988.55)

Interest:

Pulpit-Rev. Scott Sherrill/Worship Leader-Elder Nicole Baker

24TH~SEVENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST
Worship at 9:30 A.M.
Pulpit-Rev. Scott Sherrill/Worship Leader-Elder Lynn Franko

25TH-27TH~Vacation Bible School
26th~July Newsletter Deadline

Thank you all for your

nancial support.

Jackie Strecker,
Treasurer

31st~EIGHTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST
Worship at 9:30 A.M.
Pulpit-Rev. Scott Sherrill/Worship Letter-Elder Bob Strecker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BIRTHDAYS:
18th—Bobbi Gamet
21st—Dianne Hackett
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30th—Rose Germain

If you have a prayer request, please call Steve
Franko at (989)823-7590 or (989)882-5197.
You may also call the church at (989)823-7671
and leave a voicemail, or email the church at
of ce@VassarFPC.org.

WHAT’S GOING ON???
July 2022
Sunday

Monday
26

Tuesday
27

Wednesday
28

Thursday
29

Friday
30

Saturday
1

9:00 AM O!ce
Open

3

4

9:30 AM Worship

10

11

10:30 AM Community Worship with
Communion

9:30 AM Worship

31

13

19

25

6:00 PM VFPC-Dinner & Crafts
6:00 PM Vacation
Bible School

14

20

26

27

2:00 PM Vacation
Bible School
6:00 PM VFUMMovie

AM Pastor
AM O!ce
PM Vacation
PM VFUM-

1

21

7:00 PM Cancer
Support Group

Newsletter Deadline
9:00
9:00
6:00
6:00

8

9:00 AM O!ce
Open

9

8:30 AM Women's
Breakfast

15

16

22

23

29

30

5

6

9:00 AM O!ce
Open

9:00 AM Pastor
Scott in O!ce
9:00 AM O!ce
Open

9:30 AM Worship

24

7

6:00 PM Deacons'
Meeting

12

18

6th Sund…Pentecost

7th Sund…Pentecost

6

9:00 AM Pastor
Scott in O!ce
9:00 AM O!ce
Open

5th Sund…Pentecost

17

5

9:00 AM O!ce
Open
9:00 AM Pastor
Scott in O!ce

4th Sund…Pentecost

2

8:30 AM Men's
Breakfast

2

9:00 AM O!ce
Open

28

7:00 PM Session

3

9:00 AM O!ce
Open

4

8th Sund…Pentecost
9:30 AM 5th Sunday Collection
9:30 AM Worship

Please note: this calendar is always on the website at vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/ and is subject to
change.

“Round ‘Em Up, Parson Scott!”

—VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—
July 25-27, 2022/6:00-7:30 P.M.
All family members welcome!
Dress in your best “Western”!!

Monday, July 25th—Vassar First Presbyterian
Dinner & Crafts

Tuesday, July 26th—VFUM Parsonage
Dinner, Lessons, & Music around the Camp re

Wednesday, July 27th—Vassar United Methodist

fi

Movie Night
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Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come nd your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Elder Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Elder Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Elder Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Elder Mary Kennard)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to af nity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Elder Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is nancial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Elder Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
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(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting.)

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590
Nicole Baker ...................... (917) 776-9546

Mary Kennard………………..(989)823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker......................... (989) 823-3155

Clerk of Session/Steve Franko………………………(989) 882-5197

Deacons
Kirk Atkins .......................... (989) 297-7731

JoLinda Manus………………(989) 823-3360

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................ (989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher ......... (989) 823-7813
Dianne Hackett ..................(989) 823-8284

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Steve Franko (989)823-7671/(989)823-7590/(989)882-5197
Email Chain: Steve Franko (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848

Discipleship & Growth.............................................
Communication & Publicity .....................................

Mary Kennard.
Nicole Baker

(989) 823-2192
(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................
Handbells (Shared with First UMC)…………………..

Pat Middlin
Pam Jacot

(989) 545-0948
(989) 293-0440

Nominating..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

—Scripture Passages for July—

“The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there
will be one LORD, and his name the only name.” Zechariah 14:9

“If you love me, keep my commands.” John 14:15
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
“In your anger do not sin: Do not let the sun go down while
you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.”
Ephesians 4:26-27
“If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is LORD,’ and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.” Romans 10:9
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience.” Colossians 3:12
“He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.’” Psalm 46:10
“For he satis es the thirsty and lls the hungry with good
things.” Psalm 107:9
“No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jay or puts it under
a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who
come in can see the light.” Luke 8:16
“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it”. Proverbs 22:6
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“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
anger.” Proverbs 15:1

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

