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—From the desk of Pastor Scott—
Do you know the story of Maureen Flavin? Maureen worked as a post
office assistant in Blocksod, Ireland (County Mayo). As a post office assistant,
Maureen worked what we would call third shift. She would work overnight
sorting mail for the mail carriers to deliver in the morning. One of her other
tasks, her “other duties as assigned” was to take meteorological measurements
in the night and telephone the weather station in Dublin with the results.
On June 3rd, 1944, Maureen recorded the air pressure and barometric
readings like she always did promptly at 1 A.M. and called Dublin. The readings
that night indicated an approaching storm coming from the East and would
likely blow across Western Europe. Maureen finished her shift, went to bed,
and woke up to a phone ringing in the early afternoon: asking her to confirm
her readings. She went back to the post office, retook her readings and let the
caller know that yes, her earlier readings were correct and there was a storm
coming.
Maureen didn’t know the caller asking her to confirm here readings was
calling from the office of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme
Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe and the principal organizer of the DDay invasion. Her meteorological measurements, recorded on June 3rd, had
landed on Eisenhower’s desk.
Because of the impending storm, observed by Maureen, General
Eisenhower delayed the invasion 24 hours until the storm passed and the
weather cleared. Some military historians have suggested that the one day
delay saved thousands of lives. Allowing landing craft to beach safely and in
sufficient numbers to repel the embanked Axis soldiers.
(Continued on page 2.)

(Continued from Page 1)
In other words, Maureen Flavin’s routine, everyday, simple, humble, “nonimportant” task of recording the weather may have won the war.
There are no unimportant jobs in the military. The cook, the ambulance
driver, the foot soldier are all as important as the general leading the troops. Each
piece is vital to the successful work of the whole.
Similarly there is no unimportant work in the kingdom of God. Those who do
the laundry for a family member, those who drive a friend to the store, those who
clean the church or salt the driveway, those who send birthday cards to shut-ins,
those who sing in the choir, those who make cookies for a funeral or coffee for
Sunday morning, those who pray for their neighbors, or lead the church—every
single person is vital to doing the work of the Kingdom of God—bringing justice,
mercy, love, and hope to our world. All are necessary for the successful work of
the whole.
I wanted to say thank you. Thank you for your part. Thank you for the quiet,
faithful work you do everyday. The humble, everyday, routine work you do for the
Kingdom. Your work is important. Your work is vital. Your work is saving lives.
Pastor Scott
1 Corinthians 15:58
Pastor,
Vassar First United Methodist Church and Vassar First Presbyterian Church
989-455-1136
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the church office.

If you have a prayer request, please call
Louanne Campbell (989)823-3624 or Carole
Essenmacher (989)823-7813. You may also
call the church and leave a voicemail, or email
the church at office@VassarFPC.org.

MARCH 2022
2nd~ASH WEDNESDAY—7:00 P.M. at
Vassar First United Methodist Church
5th-Men’s Breakfast
8:30 A.M., Innovations in Richville
6th-FIRST SUNDAY in LENT
Worship with the Sacrament of
Communion—9:30 A.M.

Financial
Notes
2022 Financial Information
January - Year to Date

Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

10th-Deacons’ Meeting—6:00 P.M.
12th-Women’s Breakfast
8:30 A.M., Innovations in Richville
13th-SECOND SUNDAY in LENT
Worship—9:30 A.M.
Worship Leader-Elder Lynn Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

20th-THIRD SUNDAY in LENT

Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Deacon Kimberly Wegrzyn
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

24th-Session Meeting—7:00 P.M.
27th-FOURTH SUNDAY in LENT
Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Elder Connie Gamet
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

1- Mike Kennard
2-Kim Van Wormer
3-Dan Johnson
6-Becky Gorleski
12-Nicole Baker
15-Ray Waggoner
15-Zack Wegrzyn
16-Helen Waggoner
25-Lynn Childs

December
Gen. Fund Income:

YTD

$ 6,685.14

$ 6,685.14

35.34

35.34

Total Income

$ 6,720.48

$ 6,720.48

Expenses:

$10,494.23

$10,494.23

$ (3,773.75)

$ (3,773.75

Interest:

Net Income.

As we begin a new year, your financial support
for the church’s programs is appreciated. Thank
you.
Jackie Strecker,
Treasurer

WHAT’S GOING ON???
March 2022
Sunday

Monday
27

Tuesday

Wednesday

28

1

9:00 AM Office Open

6

7

9:30 AM Worship/
Communion

13

8

14

20

21

10:30 AM Book Club

9:00 AM Office Open

27

9:30 AM Worship

28

9

16

23

11

12

18

19

9:00 AM Office Open

24

6:30 PM Why Easter
Matters Study/VFUM

30

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

5

9:00 AM Office Open

17

6:30 PM Why Easter
Matters Study/VFUM
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

29

8:30 AM WIC
9:00 AM Pastor Scott
in Office

10

6:00 PM Deacons
6:30 PM Why Easter
Matters Study/VFUM

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

22

Newsletter Deadline

Saturday
4

9:00 AM Office Open

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

15

9:00 AM Office Open

9:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Worship

Friday
3

7:00 PM Ash
Wednesday Service/
VFUM

9:00 AM Office Open
6:00 PM Goal Planning/VFPC

DaylightSavingsTimeBegins

Thursday
2

25

26

9:00 AM Office Open

31

1

2

6:30 PM Why Easter
Matters Study/VFUM
7:00 PM Session
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/ and is subject to
change.

~NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE~
BEFORE MARCH 22, 2022

The Session met on Thursday, February 24, 2022, at 7:00 P.M., in the
church parlor. Here are the highlights of that meeting:
✤ The meeting opened with prayer led by Pastor Scott.
✤ Treasurer, Jackie Strecker, reported a total income for January, 2022, of $6,685.14, and the total
expenses came to $4,277.22.
✤ Minutes of the stated meeting of the Session on January 27, 2022, were approved and accepted.
✤ We will postpone joining the Vassar Chamber of Commerce this year.
✤ There were no reports from the Deacons or the Presbytery of Lake Huron. The Deacons will meet on
March 10th, at 6:00 P.M. The next Presbytery meeting will be held via Zoom on March 5th.
✤ Pastor Scott reported that two or three members need to be appointed to the joint Staff-Parish
Relations Committee. Session appointed Elder Lynn Franko and Elder Mary Kennard. We are
seeking another member from the congregation. See Pastor Scott. Bob Strecker will serve as a
liturgist for the joint Ash Wednesday service on March 2nd. Pastor requested prayers for the
upcoming Lenten season, the goals planning completion, and for his mother-in-law. He performed two
funeral services, has done and will be doing more visitations with shut-ins and those unable be with us.
We will be forming a Stephen Ministry group soon. He attended the meetings of the Deacons and the
Communications and Publicity teams. He is moderating the meetings of the joint goal setting
sessions. The schedule for the season of Lent is set. Book Study on Why Easter Matters starts on
March 10th. Attendance at worship is showing an increase! We will be trying a live stream of the
worship service on February 27th. Our joint goals this year will most likely be: forming a Stephen
Ministry team, support the schools in Vassar, outreach to Vassar Comfort Care and Wolverine
Human Services, a diaper bank at VFPC to help WIC, and a movie/drive in theatre night at VFUM. 7
attended the women’s breakfast and 9 were at the men’s breakfast.
✤ The Building and Grounds team has sent a letter about the proposed sale of the manse to the
Presbytery. No response yet. Discussion about the type of roofing for the church and the preparation
of the manse for sale was held. No actions were taken.
✤ Communication and Publicity reported on projects to redo business cards, an article the Tuscola
County Advertiser, a possible Meet and Greet on March 20th after worship and March 22nd in the
evening, possibly combining the private and public Facebook pages, plus FB postings on Pastor
Scott’s office hours, the men’s/women’s breakfasts, Lenten study, and One Great Hour of Sharing.
✤ Mission and Outreach reported a very successful project to deliver St. Valentine’s Day bags and
cards to those members we miss and haven’t seen for quite awhile. We may do something similar at
Easter.
✤ Mike Kennard is working on oil candles for the Advent Wreath.
✤ New Business discussions centered around hiring a cleaning service to do a top to bottom, thorough
cleaning of the church and the basement, and the lower handrail in front of the church was damaged
recently by a car going off the street, or by snowplowing. It will be repaired or replaced.
✤ Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 P.M. with prayers again by Pastor Scott
Submitted by Interim Clerk of Session, Elder Steve Franko

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Elder Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Elder Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Elder Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Elder Mary Kennard)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Elder Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Elder Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Elder Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Mary Kennard………………..(989)823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker .........................(989) 823-3155

Interim Clerk/Steve Franko………………………(989) 882-5197

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

JoLinda Manus………………(989) 823-3360

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813
Dianne Hackett ..................(989) 823-8284

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: Steve Franko (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Handbells (Shared with First UMC)…………………..

Pam Jacot

(989) 293-0440

—Bible Verses for March—

“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election
sure for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” 2 Peter 1:10
“Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer.” Romans
12:12
“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10
“The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?” Psalm
118:6
“The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he
shall thrust out the enemy from before thee, and shall say, ‘Destroy them.’”
Deuteronomy 33:27
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