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—From the desk of Pastor Scott—
Are you a poet or a juror?
A juror is on the lookout for facts, for information and for data. A juror needs
facts and data, so they can consider all the information and evidence available
in order to pass judgment on the world around them and find the truth. A juror
likes the comfort that comes from a binary perspective. Yes and no. Right and
wrong. True and false.
A poet on the other hand isn’t as worried about facts and data, but views and
interacts with the world in terms of emotion and wonder. A poet is comfortable
with the answer, “I don’t know” and is more worried about dwelling in the
mystery around them than passing judgment or worrying about having all the
answers.
A juror seeks to understand. A poet seeks to feel.
I, myself, tend to view the world more as a juror. I like answers. I like
information and data. I need black and white. I don’t do as well with the gray
spaces in between and, I tell myself, if there are mysteries in the universe it’s
because we haven’t developed the science yet to answer the questions.
So are you a juror or poet? There is no wrong answer. I’m not trying to make
a case or valuation of one perspective over another. But, as you consider your
faith, as you consider your relationship with God, are you more of a juror or a
poet?
When you consider God do you take comfort in having the answers? Are you
ready to pass judgment on the actions, practices and beliefs of others? Do you
view the biblical narrative in terms of right and wrong?
And enjoy the
legislative perspective of the Bible? After all, Jesus said, “Do not think that I
have come to abolish the law of the prophets; I have come not to abolish but
the fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17)
Or, as you consider your relationship with God are you more of a poet? Are you
okay dwelling in the mystery of the Most High? Are you okay not having the
(Continued on page 2.)

(Continued from Page 1)
scientific, explained answers in biblical story? Are you less concerned about the
law of the Bible and focus more on the grace and love? Paul wrote, “I do not
nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ dies
for nothing.” (Galatians 5:21)
Again, I am not making a value judgment on either a faith that leans into juror or
leans into poet, but might I offer a challenge? If you lean more into juror, try
embracing more of your inner poet and if you are more of a poet, try to consider
thinking more like a juror.
God calls us to obedience. A life where we do try and grow in love. A life where
we do try to avoid sinning and learning from our mistakes. If you are a poet, be
mindful of the life God does call us to, and recognize there are right expectations
put on our lives.
God is also beyond understanding. There are mysteries inherent in our relationship
with God. That’s okay. It is okay to say, “I don’t know” when considering the
fullness of God, the workings of the Holy Spirit and the sacrificial love of Christ. If
you are a juror, spend some time resting in the unknown. Instead of focusing on
facts, let go of being factually right about God and instead just be with God.
Let me know if you see yourself as a biblical juror or poet.
Pastor Scott
A striving juror and a struggling poet
Isaiah 55:8 and Micah 6:8
Reverend Scott Sherrill, pastor
Vassar First United Methodist Church and Vassar First Presbyterian Church
989-455-1136
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the church office.

If you have a Prayer Request, please call
Louanne Campbell (989)823-3624 or Carole
Essenmacher (989)823-7813. You may also
call the church and leave a voicemail, or
email the church at office@VassarFPC.org.

FEBRUARY 2022
5th-Men’s Breakfast
8:30 A.M., Innovations in Richville
6th-FIFTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY
Worship with the Sacrament of
Communion—9:30 A.M.

Financial
Notes
2021 Financial Information
December - Year to Date

Worship Leader-Deacon Kirk Atkins
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

10th-Deacons’ Meeting—6:00 P.M.
13th-SIXTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY
Worship—9:30 A.M.
Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

20th-SEVENTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY

Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Deacon Dianne Hackett
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

24th-Session Meeting—7:00 P.M.
27th-TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Elder Lori Hubbard
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

December
Gen. Fund Income:

$12,275.84

$84,673.92

30.29

1,735.54

$ 12,306.13

$86,409.46

4,327.52

45,868.71

7,978.61

$40,540.75

Interest:
Total Income
Expenses:
Net Income.

YTD

$

Thank you to all those who continue to support
our mission.
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

6th—Mary Tack
9th—Ellen Brookins
14th—Wanda Johnson
22nd—Ron Roblin
27th—Carol Swaffer

Please call the church office with
any updates to the Birthday or
Anniversary Lists.
989-823-7671

~NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE~
BEFORE FEBRUARY 22, 2022

WHAT’S GOING ON???
February 2022
Sunday

Monday
30

Tuesday

Wednesday

31

9:00 AM Office Open

6

7

13

14

15

20

21

10:30 AM Book Club

9:30 AM Worship

22

9:00 AM Office Open

27

28

16

1

5

8:30 AM Men's
Breakfast

11

12

9:00 AM Office Open

17

18

19

25

26

9:00 AM Office Open
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

23

12:30 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

Newsletter Deadline

4

10

6:00 PM Deacons

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:30 AM Worship

SeventhSund…fterEpiphany

9

9:00 AM New Event
12:30 PM Bible Study
2:00 PM Joint Goal
Planning
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:00 AM Office Open

Saturday

3

9:00 AM Office Open

8

9:30 AM Worship

SixthSundayafterEpiphany

Friday

2

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:00 AM Office Open

FifthSundayafterEpiphany

Thursday

1

24

7:00 PM Session

2

9:00 AM Office Open

3

4

5

TransfiguartionoftheLord
9:30 AM Worship

Page 1/1

Please note: this calendar is always on the website at vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/ and is subject to
change.

The Session met on Thursday, January 27, 2022, at 7:00 P.M., in the
church parlor. Here are the highlights of that meeting:
1. Steve Franko was unanimously approved as Interim Clerk.
2. Treasurer Jackie Strecker reported an income of $7,428.13
for November 2021 and $12,306.13 for December.
3. Year-to-Date: Income=$86,473,13 and Expenses=$20,294.58
4. Session approved to purchase of a new “smart” television for
the church. Old electronic equipment will be taken to a
recycling center.
5. The Ludwigs are no longer missionaries in Niger. We will be
donating $40.00 a month to Joshua Heikala, a missionary in
Africa with PCUSA.
6. Pastor Scott gave a thank you for the warm reception and
welcome received from the congregation. He is planning a
Lenten Bible Study. Preliminary plans for Ash Wednesday and
Holy Week were discussed. There will be a Joint Goal Planning
meeting on Wednesday, February 9, 2022, at 2:00 P.M. It will
be held at VFUM.
7. Some work has been completed on the drain in the parking lot
behind the church. It will be finished in the spring. Dependable
Sewer was needed in January to unplug and huge clog in the
pipe near Washington Street.
8. Publicity will be going out through the Tuscola County Advertiser
on our new pastor and partnership with VFUM. Discussion was
held on the future of our virtual worship service and the
possibility of going “live!”
9. A Valentine’s Day project is in the works. Be ready to sign some
Valentine cards.
Submitted by Interim Clerk of Session, Elder Steve Franko

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Mike Kennard ........................(989)823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker .........................(989) 823-3155

Interim Clerk/Steve Franko………………………(989) 882-5197

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

JoLinda Manus………………(989) 823-3360

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813
Dianne Hackett ..................(989) 823-8284

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: Steve Franko (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell
Mike Kennard

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Handbells (Shared with First UMC)…………………..

Pam Jacot

(989) 293-0440

—Bible Verses for February—
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” 1 John 8:13
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
“Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 1 John 4:8
“And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”
Colossians 3:14
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Hebrews
11:1
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.” Romans 12:9

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

