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—From the desk of Pastor Scott—
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Have you settled on your New Year’s Resolution for 2022? Making a resolution on Jan. 1st is
something almost half the population does every single year. Do you know that the first recorded
New Year’s Resolution dates all the way back to ancient Babylon about 4,000 years ago? That
means for almost 4,000 years we have been trying to better ourselves through resolutions and
largely failing.
Did you know, almost 92% of resolutions made each year end up a bust and most fail within the
first couple weeks? People want to lose weight, or give up a vice, or start a new hobby but we
lack stamina. We lack motivation. We lack the energy to keep up with our changes. We struggle
with stick-to-itness when it comes time to make a real change in our lives.
Why? I think #1 reason we fail at our resolutions is we look at our change in the wrong way.
• When we decide to lose weight, we focus on what we have to give up like all of our favorite
sweets, bacon, those sugary sodas, and more bacon; instead of thinking about how much
better our health will be when we drop a few pounds.
• When we decide to quit smoking, we can’t get past how much we miss that cigarette rather
than how much easier it will be to take a breath.
• When we want to start a new hobby, we get stuck on all the things we used to do in our free
time, instead of the joys the new hobby will bring.
If we want to make lasting changes in our lives, we need to flip the narrative. We need to focus
not on what we are giving up but what we will gain.
Have you ever made a resolution to change your spiritual practices but didn’t stick to it? Try
applying the same focus.
• Instead of focusing on all the things you could be doing rather than praying, remember that
prayer brings you into the very presence of God himself.
• Instead of focusing on a change you know you should make in your life, remember that God’s
ways lead to joy and peace.
(Continued on page 2.

• Instead of slogging through the parts of
the Bible that don’t interest you, jump
around and read the parts that excite
you. (You have my permission to skip
Leviticus and jump right into Luke, Acts,
Jonah, Genesis or Philippians.)
If you want to make a positive change in
your life this year, focus on what you are
gaining instead of what you are giving up.
Happy New Year!
My New Year’s
Resolution is to pray for you daily. And I
am excited to look forward to hearing how
your life will change in 2022.
Scott

January 2022
2nd-Worship with the Sacrament of
Communion—9:30 A.M.
Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

9th-Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Elder Lynn Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

13th-Deacons’ Meeting—6:00 P.M.
16th-Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Deacon Dianne Hackett
Pulpit-Ms. Olivia Williams

23rd-Worship—9:30 A.M.

Reverend Scott Sherrill
Pastor~Vassar First United Methodist
Church and Vassar First Presbyterian
Church
989-455-1136
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
3rd—Don McCrumb
12th—Steve Franko
21st—Shirley Smith
24th—Kristen Jacot
25th—Louanne Campbell
30th—Malissa Mansueto

Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko
Pulpit-Ms. Olivia Williams

27th-Session Meeting—7:00 P.M.

*30th-Congregational Meeting
—9:00 A.M.*
30th-Worship—9:30 A.M.

Worship Leader-Elder Bob Strecker
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

**HappyAnniversary**
8th—Joann and Don McCrumb

Please call the church office
with any updates to the
Birthday or Anniversary Lists.

Financial
Notes
2021 Financial Information
November - Year to Date
November

Please return your 2022 Estimate of
Giving Slip as soon as possible if you
haven’t already. You can put it in the
collection plate or mail it to Mary
Johnson. Her address is:
242 Saginaw Street
Vassar, MI 48768

YTD

Gen. Fund Income:
Interest:
Total Income
Expenses:

$ 7,071.97 $72,398.08
356.16
1,705.25
$ 7,428.13 $74,103.33
3,416.22
41,541.19

Net Income.

$ 4.011.91. $32,562.14

Thank you to all those who continue to
support our mission.

Also, your annual per person
apportionment to The Presbytery of Jackie Strecker, Treasurer
Lake Huron is $29.00. Please make
your checks out to our church and
write APPORTIONMENT on the
memo line. Checks may be put in If you have a Prayer Request, please call
the collection plate or mailed to Louanne Campbell (989)823-3624 or
Mary Johnson. Mary will send the Carole Essenmacher (989)823-7813. You
monies on to the Presbytery.
~NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE~

may also call the church and leave a
voicemail, or email the church at
office@VassarFPC.org.

BEFORE JANUARY 26, 2022

Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that a
visit can be arranged. You are also encouraged to
call your care team Deacon.

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the church office.

WHAT’S GOING ON???
January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

26

27

2

3

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
Meeting
9:30 AM Worship/
Communion

Wednesday
28

4

9:00 AM Office Open

9

10

9:30 AM Worship

16

11

17

10:30 AM Book Club

23

24

9:30 AM Worship

31

1

20

26

8

14

15

21

22

9:00 AM Office Open

27

7:00 PM Session

2

7

9:00 AM Office Open

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

8:30 AM WIC
9:00 AM Office Open

13

19

25

1

9:00 AM Office Open

6:00 PM Deacons'
Meeting

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

Newsletter Deadline

30

12

18

Saturday
31

6

Epiphany

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:00 AM Office Open

Friday
30

5

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:00 AM Office Open

9:30 AM Worship

Thursday
29

28

29

9:00 AM Office Open

3

4

5

9:00 AM ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
9:30 AM Worship
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/ and is subject to
change.

The Session met on Thursday, December 2, 2021, at
7:00 P.M., in the church parlor. Here are the
highlights of that meeting:
1. Jackie Strecker reported an income of $4,651.23 and expenses
were $2,958.08 for October.
2. The year to date number are: income $67,112.12 and expenses
were $38,124.97.
3. Next 5th Sunday is January 30, 2022. Donation will be for the
Vassar Ministerial Alliance.
4. Session voted to have Pastor Scott Sherrill serve as minister of
VFPC beginning January 1, 2022.
5. Worship service time will be changed to 9:30 A.M. beginning
January 2, 2022.
6. Permission from Presbytery for the potential sale of the manse to
be addressed at Presbytery meeting on December 7, 2021.
7. Christmas Tea will be December 12 after worship.
8. Christmas Eve service will be at VFUM on December 24, 2021, at
7:00 P.M.
9. Session voted to have a joint service with VFUM on December 26,
202a at VFPC. (Worship in Pajamas)
10. Donations for the Angel Tree due on December 12th.
11. 2022 budget was finalized.
12. Nominating Committee met and has completed a list of nominees
for the class of 2024.
13. Bid to replace roof on church was $42,000 for shingles and
$96,000 for steel.
Submitted by Interim Clerk of Session, Elder Kevin Haines

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Mike Kennard ........................(989)823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker .........................(989) 823-3155

Interim Clerk/Kevin Haines………..(989) 871-3293

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

JoLinda Manus………………(989) 823-3360

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813
Dianne Hackett ..................(989) 823-8284

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: Steve Franko (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell
Mike Kennard

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Handbells (Shared with First UMC)…………………..

Pam Jacot

(989) 293-0440

Matthew 2:12~
“And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi
left for their own country by another way.”
Ezekiel 1:28~
“As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the
appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the
likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a
voice speaking.”
Titus 2:13~
“looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus,”
Habakkuk 2:14~
“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea.”
Isaiah 64:1~
“Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might
quake at Your presence—“
2 Thessalonians 2:8~
“Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the LORD will slay with the breath of
His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;”
Romans 13:11~
“Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep;
for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.”

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

