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“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with
praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.” Psalm 100:4

Life can be difficult at times, and you can find yourself complaining about many things
during the day. It is so easy to complain and get angry even when your complaints are
not necessarily important or rational. This unhealthy attitude can lead to sadness,
irritable moods, and can create an atmosphere that neglects Jesus. How can you enter
His gates here on earth? Consider your home, your bedroom as His gates. As soon as
you arise in the morning, give thanks. Where are His courts? Everywhere God takes
you in a day: work, the grocery store, the gas station. Give him praise everywhere you
go. You don’t need to shout it. Silently praising in your head will work because others
will see it in your attitude. “Give Him thanks and praise always and for everything!:
(Ephesians 5:20)
Praise then comes before petition. Oftentimes, we petition all day long, asking for God
to intervene with His strength, blessing, mercy or for any other burdens lain on our
hearts for other people or ourselves; however, praising before the requests are made
makes for a different prayer. Sometimes by the time we get to the request, it will not
seem as significant or pressing or even relevant at all. When we are focused on Him
and who He is, we can forget ourselves and see the truth in situations for which we are
petitioning and then asking accordingly, knowing He is omniscient and omnipotent, over
all, whether good or bad. Job teaches us we are to praise Him for both.
Dear Lord,
Thank you for being in our lives. Thank you for all the joys, blessings, and challenges.
Sometimes we forget to praise you in our storms. Help us to worship you better. This
season, we invite you to our family tables and pray your holy blessing on our times
together with you. Thank you for being a God like no other. Amen.
Linda Shoop, Kimberly Wegrzyn, Nicole Baker

Financial
Notes
2021 Financial Information September - Year
to Date
September

A Big THANK YOU to all
the CROP walkers and
donators! Our church’s
total was…………$2,607.20!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Angel Tree will be up in the
sanctuary beginning Sunday,
Nov. 14th thru Sunday, Dec. 5th.
This project provides gifts for
children in need this Christmas.
If you would like to participate in
this project, please take an angel
from the tree and sign the list on
the podium in the parlor. Gifts
should be wrapped with the
angel gift tag attached to them
and returned to the church by
Sunday, December 12th. If you
have questions, please contact
Lynn Franko at (989) 823-7590
or lfranko635@yahoo.com
Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that a
visit can be arranged. You are also encouraged to
call your care team Deacon.

Gen. Fund Income:
Interest:
Total Income
Expenses:
Net Income:

YTD

$5,016.84 $60,752.52
26.74
1,321.45
$5,043.58 $62,073.97
3,719.08
35,166.88
$1,324.50 $26,907.09

Through the support of many our church
continues to meet its mission. Thank you!
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer

If you have a Prayer Request, please call
Louanne Campbell (989)823-3624 or
Carole Essenmacher (989)823-7813.
You may also call the church and leave
a voicemail, or email the church at
office@VassarFPC.org.

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the church office.

~NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE~
NOVEMBER 22, 2021

NOVEMBER 2021
7th-Worship with the Sacrament of
Communion
Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

14th-Worship
Worship Leader-Elder Lynn Franko
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

7th—Barbara Baker
9th—Linda Shoop
14th—Joshua Atkins
30th—Kirk Atkins

21st-Worship
Worship Leader-Deacon Dianne Hackett
Pulpit-Reverend Scott Sherrill

Thanksgiving Service at VFUM
7:00 P.M., followed by our
second joint “Town Hall.”

25th-Helen & Ray Waggoner

28th-Worship
Worship Leader-Elder Lori Hubbard
Pulpit-Ms. Olivia Williams

ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE
HELD AT 10:00 A.M.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Daylight Savings Time ends on 11-7-21!!!

Please call the church office
with any updates to the
Birthday or Anniversary List!

WHAT’S GOING ON???
November 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

31

Wednesday

1

2

9:00 AM Office Open

7

8

9

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
Team
10:00 AM Worship/
Communion
14

10:00 AM Worship

15

10:30 AM Book Club

21

10:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Thanksgiving Service
8:00 PM Second Joint
"Town Hall"

28

10:00 AM Worship

22

10

17

30

6

12

13

9:00 AM Office Open

18

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group
7:00 PM Session
Meeting

24

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:00 AM Office Open

11

6:00 PM Deacons'
Meeting

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

23

Saturday
5

9:00 AM Office Open

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

16

9:00 AM Office Open

Newletter Deadline

29

Friday
4

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

9:00 AM Office Open

DaylightSavingsTimeEnds

Thursday
3

19

20

9:00 AM Office Open

25

26

27

2

3

4

Thanksgiving

1

8:30 AM WIC
9:00 AM Office Open
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/ and is subject to
change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Mike Kennard ........................(989)823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker .........................(989) 823-3155

Interim Clerk/Kevin Haines………..(989) 871-3293

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

JoLinda Manus………………(989) 823-3360

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813
Dianne Hackett ..................(989) 823-8284

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: Steve Franko (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell
Mike Kennard

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Handbells (Shared with First UMC)…………………..

Pam Jacot

(989) 293-0440

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV)

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. (James 1:17 NIV)

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures
forever! (1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV)

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our
salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout

joyfully to Him with psalms. For the LORD is the great God, and the great King

above all gods. In His hand are the deep places of the earth, the heights of the
hills are His also. The sea is His, for He made it; and His hands formed the dry
land. (Psalms 95:1-5 NKJV)
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