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“Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser; teach a just man, and
he will increase in learning.” Proverbs 9:9
Welcome to School
Mark Twain once said, “Never let schooling interfere with your education.”
This is a quote in which I firmly believe. It may seem like a counter intuitive
belief for a teacher, however, schools are limited by training of their teachers,
funding, and state requirements.
Despite spending 17, 550 hours between kindergarten and twelfth grade
learning curriculum that education leaders feel is important, we still have people
who lack basic skills needed to function as adults. In fourth grade I remember
being utterly shocked that not everyone went to the public library once a week.
Throughout my life, my parents instilled in me a love of knowledge and learning.
There is a difference. Knowledge is what will help you win Jeopardy. Learning is
what will help you solve life.
Now let’s equate this to our religious experiences. If a person goes to
church every Sunday from birth until the average age of seventy-five, he will
participate in 3,900 hours of church. Apparently, our treasures of time lie more in
school than in God. If all you do in your life is attend church and you do it
religiously (pun totally intended), you will have the equivalent time of a second
grade education. Being a student of life takes a lot of time, being a child of God
should take more.
Religious instruction can be done independently. If you read the Bible for
only one hour a day, you have committed 365 hours a year to God. It will only
take forty-eight years to reach the same amount of time as it took to graduate
high school.
Fortunately for us, through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, we have grace. God
does not keep attendance at church. He does not count the minutes we spend
thinking about Him, reading the Bible or devotions. Neither does He count our
sins, blasphemies, nor indiscretions. He does not weigh our good acts against
our bad. All God asks is that we believe in Him and His son, Jesus.

(continued from Page 1)
Make sure you have
knowledge of Christ and God, not
just learning. This is for our sake,
not Christ’s. In order to be the best
we can, we need to follow God’s
plan and do that, we need to understand His Word. To understand His
Word, we need to learn and study
independently, not just attend
church. To gain entrance to Heaven,
we need to believe. To participate,
we need to have knowledge.

Financial
Notes
2021 Financial Information July - Year to Date
July
Gen. Fund Income: $8,721.00
Interest:
Total Income
Expenses:
Net:

YTD
$49,958.69

20.83

939.24

$8,741.83

$50,897.93

2,812.43

29,129.25

$5,929.40

$21,768.68

Designated Funds (Not Included in the Gen.
Fund)
Travis Mills Foundation. $500.00

May God bless to us understanding
of His Word. Amen.
Tanya Steele
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone
who donated school supplies this
year! 30 bags of supplies were
delivered to Central School on
Friday, August 27th. They will be
much appreciated! Thanks again!
Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
a visit can be arranged. You are also encouraged
to call your care team Deacon.

Thank to all who continue to support the
mission of our church.
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer
If you have a Prayer Request, please call
Louanne Campbell (989)823-3624 or Carole
Essenmacher (989)823-7813. You may also call
the church and leave a voicemail, or email the
church at office@VassarFPC.org.

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the church office and/
or Clerk of Session, Dan Johnson.

~NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE~
SEPTEMBER 24, 2021

September 2021
5th-Worship in the Sanctuary with
the Sacrament of Communion
Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko
Pulpit-Rev. Scott Sherrill

12th-Worship at the Manse
Worship Leader-Deacon Dianne Hackett
Pulpit-Ms. Olivia Williams

19th-Worship in the Sanctuary

5th-Jack Hoornstra
12th-Barbara Walker
20th-Mary Kennard
22nd-Mackenzie Brightman
28th-Wendy Heinrich
28th-Bethany Childs

Worship Leader-Elder Nicole Baker
Pulpit-Rev. Michael Ludwig

26th-Worship at the Manse
Worship Leader-Cheryl Childs
Pulpit-Elder Russ Hubbard

ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE
HELD AT 10:00 A.M.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Since the Session did not
meet in August, there will
be no Session Highlights
in this month’s newsletter.
Please do contact any
Session member if you
have concerns or
questions.

9th-Jackie & Bob Strecker
10th-Veronica & Tim Childs
14th-Bobbi & Dave Gamet
29th-Cheryl & Lynn Childs
Please call the church office
with any updates to the
Birthday or Anniversary List!

WHAT’S GOING ON???
September 2021
Sunday

Monday
29

Tuesday
30

Wednesday
31

Thursday

Friday

1

2

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

5

COMMUNION

6

Labor Day - Office Closed

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
Team
10:00 AM Worship

12

7

10:30 AM Office
Open

13

10:00 AM Worship

14

10:30 AM Office
Open

19

10:00 AM Worship

20

10:30 AM Book Club

26

10:00 AM Worship

8

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

15

21

10:30 AM Office
Open

27

10

11

17

18

24

25

1

2

10:30 AM Office
Open

16

10:30 AM Office
Open

23

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

28

10:30 AM Office
Open

9

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

22

4

10:30 AM Office
Open

6:00 PM Deacons'
Meeting

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

Saturday
3

Newsletter Deadline
10:30 AM Office
Open

29

7:00 PM Joint Adult
Choir
8:00 PM Joint Bell
Choir

30

7:00 PM Session
7:00 PM Cancer Supprt Group
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/ and is subject to change.

~PNC REPORT~
The PNC continues to work to find a pastor that God has in mind for us. After many discussions,
meetings, and prayerful consideration we have decided, with Session approval, that a partnership with
Fairgrove Presbyterian Church is not a good fit for us at this time. We have submitted our MIF (Ministry
Information Form) and are awaiting interested applicants. There are a number of options to be explored.
Please keep the PNC and our church family in your prayers. God has a plan and a person for us.
Patience,
The PNC

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Mike Kennard)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Mike Kennard ........................(989)823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker .........................(989) 823-3155

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

Brenda Haines ......................(989) 871-3293

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813

Dianne Hackett .....................(989) 823-8284

Jo-Linda Manus…………..(989) 823-3360

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: Steve Franko (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell
Mike Kennard

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948
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P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

