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“…But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should
be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” 1 Corinthians 12:24-26
“We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time.” Romans 8:22
“Why don’t Americans go to church much anymore?” I was asked this question some time ago during a
visit I made to the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria. A man who attends one of their congregations heard I
was visiting from the Presbyterian Church (USA,) and he was curious to know more about us.
Not necessarily sure how to answer, I turned the question back to him. “Tell me why you think Nigerians
do go to church, and maybe then I can explain better my understanding of churchgoing in America.” I
found the response he gave me to be quite interesting.
Nigerians, he told me, go to church to pray for health, for a job and a steady salary, and for general
stability in life. Wanting to learn more about this approach to faith, I continued asking him questions.
“What if the person already has these things in life—health, money, and well-being? What, then, would be
the reason to go to church?”
My new friend looked at me as if the answer were obvious. “Nigeria is a very difficult country,” he
explained, “where life is precarious and everyone is struggling to get by. The person would go to church to
pray fervently not to have these things taken away from them. You don’t want to risk your security, and
being on good terms with God in prayer is necessary for this.”
As our conversation continued, I remembered a time when I worked as a pastor in St. Paul, Minnesota,
and I went to visit a parishioner who was about to go into surgery. Before talking with this parishioner, I
met with his family in the hospital waiting room, and the family begged me, “Please don’t pray when you go
into the room, because if you do, he’ll think he is dying.” The family saw prayer as a last resort, and they
felt they weren’t yet at this point.
I think I smiled a bit and reassured them, “It’s okay to pray, even if you’re not dying.” Still, they asked me,
“Just go in and show your concern, but don’t pray this time around.”
While of course I can’t speak for everyone in the United States, in the relatively affluent community in
which I lived and worked, people were accustomed to seeing themselves with a good deal of control in life.
If they felt sick, they went to the doctor. If they needed education or work, they had contacts and
resources to turn to. Perhaps prayer was, in fact, the last resort for most people—the place you’d turn
when all else had failed.
This made me wonder, “Is prayer only a first resort in a place like Nigeria, where you are confronted daily
with issues of poverty and uncertainty, and where you often have nowhere else to go?
Together with our partners in West Africa, we in the PC(USA) are addressing issues of health, education,
and development. In Niger, PC(USA) congregations and presbyteries are supporting the construction of
wells and toilets, so people have better access to water and sanitation. In Ghana, we are helping to
improve hospitals in rural areas, which especially benefits women and children. These efforts are having a
clear impact!

But I’ve also sometimes wondered if these efforts are laying the groundwork
for a secular future. As we work to improve people’s access to health and
education, is it only natural to expect prayer to fall by the wayside? Or is
there a way for faith and prayer to remain central, even when people’s lives
are stable and secure?
The late Ghanaian theologian and pastor, Kwame Bediako, once wrote that
a gift the African church has to give to the Western world is the unity with
which it approaches life. “There is no separation of life into the secular and
sacred or the material and spiritual,” he explained. “Questions of human
identity, community, ecological equilibrium, and justice,” he wrote, “have
answers that are fundamentally material and spiritual.” The material and the
spiritual are intricately intertwined.
I’m reminded of this when I read scripture like 1 Corinthians 12, which lets us
know we are all part of the Body of Christ. If one member is suffering, all
should be suffering with them, and if one member is rejoicing, all should be
rejoicing. Or Romans 8, which speaks of all creation, including ourselves,
groaning in labor pains.
When I see a problem around me, my first inclination as an American is often
to think, “What is the material solution to this problem?” I think my friends
from West Africa have also taught me to ask, “What are the spiritual aspects
of the problem, as well?” Addressing them is just as important as addressing
the material.
Recent surveys, I believe, have indicated that fewer and fewer people in the
United States are finding a home in church. But people still describe
themselves as spiritual, if not really religious. Maybe if we learn more and
more to recognize the deeply spiritual world around us, it will revitalize our
common life of faith and prayer. I’d love to hear your thoughts and
experiences with this.
Blessings,
Josh Heikkila / josh.heikkila@pcusa.org
Josh is a pastor and missionary for PC(USA,) currently serving as Regional
Liaison for West Africa and based in Ghana. He oversees the Ludwigs’
mission as well as other programs in the continent.

Financial
Notes
2021 Financial Information 1/1/2020-6/30/21
JUNE
Gen. Fund Income: $4,811.57

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
August 1-August 29, 2021
We are going to have a School Supply
Drive this year. It will be the same as last
year. Since we still have some restrictions
due to COVID, we will continue to supply
individual bags of supplies for students.
We are asking people who want to
contribute, to provide the following items in
a gallon zip-lock bag:
3 or 4 glue sticks
1 box of crayons (24 count)
1 kid’s scissors
1 ruler
Erasers
1 box of #2 pencils
1 box of colored pencils
1 box of washable colored markers
No paper products, please.
Bring your filled bag(s) to service on
Sundays beginning August 1st. There will
be a collection bin there. If you can’t
bring the to the service, call Lynn Franko,
at 823-7590, and she will pick them up.

Interest:

YTD
$41,237.69

20.15

918.41

Total Income

$4,831.72

$42,156.10

Expenses:

$3,486.01

$26,316.82

$1,345.71

$15,839.28

Net:

Thank you to all who continue to support the
mission of our church.
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer

If you are in need of Pastoral care,
please contact the church office , and/
or Clerk of Session Dan Johnson.

Thank you for your participation in this
program!

Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
a visit can be arranged. You are also encouraged
to call your care team Deacon.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE:

August 24, 2021

August Worship Assignments:
1st-10th Sunday of Pentecost
Communion Sunday
(Worship in the sanctuary)
Pulpit Supply—Rev. Dr. Dan Saperstein
Worship Leader—Elder Kevin Haines

8th-11th Sunday of Pentecost
(Worship at the manse)
Musical guests: Bay Clarinet
Quartet
Pulpit Supply & Worship Leader—
Elder Steve Franko

3-Debbie VanWormer
15-Marshall Brightman
17-Emily Finta
21-Jason Jacot
24-Lori Hubbard
28-Russ Hubbard

15th-12th Sunday of Pentecost
(Worship in the sanctuary)
Pulpit Supply—Elder Lynn Franko
Worship Leader-Elder Steve Franko

22nd-13th Sunday of Pentecost
(Worship at the manse)
Pulpit Supply—Ms. Olivia Williams
Worship Leader—Elder Lori Hubbard
Elder Steve Franko (virtual)

29th-14th Sunday of Pentecost
(Worship in the sanctuary)
Pulpit Supply—Mr. Nathaniel Asperger
Worship Leader-Deacon Kim Wegrzyn
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

8-Sue &Alex Campbell
12-Lynn & Steve Franko
13-Kim & Scott Wegrzyn
14-Lori & Russ Hubbard
19-Dianne & Gary Hackett
20-Brenda & Kevin Haines
20-Debbie & Kim VanWormer
23-Mary & Mike Kennard
31-Holly & Al Williams
Please call the church office with any
updates to the Birthday or Anniversary
List!
989-823-7671

WHAT’S GOING ON???
August 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
Meeting
10:00 AM Worship
with Communion
(Sanctuary)
10:00 AM Pulpit: Rev.
Dr. Dan Saperstein
8

15

22

9

29

10

16

10:30 AM Book Club

11

17

24

31

13

14

20

21

27

28

3

4

10:30 AM Office
Open

26

8:30 AM WIC
7:00 PM Session

10:30 AM Office
Open

10:30 AM Office
Open

19

25

7

10:30 AM Office
Open

8:30 AM WIC
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

Newsletter Deadline

30

12

18

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team

Saturday
6

Office Closed

8:30 AM WIC
9:00 AM New Event
6:00 PM Deacons

10:30 AM Office
Open

23

Friday
5

10:30 AM Office
Open
6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

10:30 AM Office
Open

10:00 AM Worship at
the Manse
10:00 AM Pulpit: Ms.
Olivia Williams

10:00 AM Pulpit: Mr.
Nathaniel Asperger
10:00 AM Samaritan's
Purse
10:00 AM Worship
(Sanctuary)
10:00 AM 5th Sunday
Offering

Thursday
4

10:30 AM Office
Open

10:00 AM Pulpit: Elder Steve Franko
10:00 AM Worship at
the Manse
10:00 AM Music: Bay
Clarinet Quartet

9:00 AM Pulpit: Elder
Lynn Franko
10:00 AM Worship
(Sanctuary)

Wednesday
3

1

10:30 AM Office
Open

2

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

10:30 AM Office
Open
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Session met on Thursday, June 24, 2021. Here are some of the highlights of the
meeting. The meeting was held in the church parlor. Pastor Ted McCullouch was
our Moderator.
*All members present.
*May’s minutes, treasurer’s report, and Session reports were approved.
*Apportionment for 2021 is $29.00.
*We are $15,634.94 in the black for 2021! Remember, we have not been
paying a Pastor.
*PNC is working well. They hope to begin looking at applications in late June
or early July. Debate is going on about starting times for Vassar and Fairgrove
churches. The order in which a service runs is important for all, including the
Pastor. Ballots have been distributed for service times.
*Membership rolls stand at 95 members.
*June 6th communion was served by Lori Hubbard and Bob Strecker.
*We are going to do outside services at the Manse. They will be on the
second and fourth Sunday of each month (July 11th and 25th and
August 8th and 22nd.)
*Pastor Scott Sherrill from the Methodist Church will be leading us in July.
*The next 5th Sunday is August 29th. Funds raised will go for Samaritan
Purses.
*If a person is fully vaccinated, masks are not required. If not vaccinated,
please wear a mask.
*WIC will be meeting in August. They will meet on August 12th, 19th, and
26th.
*Upcoming Session meetings will be: Thursday, July 29, 2021, Thursday,
August 26, 2021, and September 30, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. If you have
any concerns, please talk to a Session member/elder.

Respectfully submitted,
Dan Johnson
Clerk of Session

CONTACT PERSONS
Steve Franko, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Mike Kennard .......................(989) 823-2192

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Bob Strecker…………………(989) 823-3155

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

Brenda Haines ......................(989) 871-3293

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813

Dianne Hackett .....................(989) 823-8284

Jo-Linda Manus…………..(989) 823-3360

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: Steve Franko.....(office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Bob Strecker.

(989) 823-3155

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell
Mike Kennard

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Bob Strecker)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Mike Kennard)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

1 Kings 6:38
“In the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was
finished throughout all its parts and according to all its plans. So he was seven years in
building it.”
Zechariah 1:1
“In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah
the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo…”
1 Kings 12:32-33
“Jeroboam instated a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the
feast is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves
which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had
made. Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day of
the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart, and he
instituted a feast for the sons of Israel and went up to the altar to burn incense.”
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