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“Whether for correction or for his land or for love, he causes it to happen.” Job 37:13
Over the past two and a half years, I’ve had to face very real questions about my role in
God’s story, what it means to suffer well, and happiness. In this time span, I’ve spent more
days collectively on my sofa than probably anywhere else, convalescing in a very long
season of illness. “Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10) has been a recurring
theme throughout these days. And before this, a back injury held me down for another two
years, bound to the sofa. You could say I’ve been hibernating, or as I like to put it, “getting a
PhD in spirituality.” Because it’s just been me and God and the sofa.
This whole “being still” thing is a small form of torture for someone to whom God has given
an abundance of motivation. I have no problem doing things. Getting things done. Giving
until I have nothing. But what happens when injury and illness prevent me from doing things
and giving things? What if I can barely walk? And not just for a week or a month but for
years? What then? I begin to wonder, as injury and illness take over my formally useful
body, how am I useful to the kingdom now, if I am not serving others, taking care of them
with the gifts of God? I am on the receiving end now of others’ care, and it is a place of
weakness that isn’t entirely comfortable: asking for prayer, admitting I can’t do laundry
today, missing yet another group event or day of work because I am just too sick.
I’ve been humbled to the point of worship.
Because that’s what happens when God’s hand allows such tremendous suffering for so
long. I got pushed to the point of thanksgiving. I just started to say, “Thank you. I am not
knowledgeable about what you are doing, so thank you.” And I remember the weight that
lifted off me, the peace that came upon me when God pushed me to that breaking point,
more than once mind you, and I had to lay hold of a very real truth: Jesus is Lord. There is
no other (Phil 2:9-11).
“Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” asks Job (2:10). I’ve had to learn that He
is still good, not despite my suffering, but because of it. Because that is when He meets me
(con’t on next page)
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Financial
Notes
2021 Financial Information 1/1/2020-4/30/2021
April
Gen. Fund Income: $9,344.17
Interest:

YTD
$32,822.55

20.04

404.13

Total Income

$9,36421

$33,226.68

Expenses:

6,709.04

19,932.30

$ 2,655.17

$ 13,294.38

Net:

Designated Funds (Not Included in the Gen.
Fund)
Building Fund.

$ 250.00

Vassar AreaFood Pantry.

$1,672.00

One Great Hour of Sharing

$ 655.00

Vassar Area Emergency Fund $1,671.00
Minister’s Fund

$ 1,671.37

**Note: Reach Account was closed and funds
distributed to Food Pantry, Emergency Fund and
Minister’s Fund for use in the community.
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer

and meets all of us--when we’re broken and tired
and sick and hurt and that’s when He ministers
best and shares Himself most--and isn’t that the
greatest gift of all? To have Him? To be in
communion with Him? He is indeed good. My
earthly mind often cannot grasp the depths of
wisdom that He has to create a symphony of
past, present, and future for all people for all
time, weaving His Story to His liking, His glory,
His pen. And so, I praise Him and worship Him
like I never have. And I understand that my life is
not my own.
He came that we may have life and have it
abundantly (John 10:10). But what if this life
means a joy in a way that most people don’t think
about joy? I have always considered myself a
happy person. The one who uplifts others. The
one generally in a good mood. But I learned that
happiness doesn’t touch joy. It is a mere
foretaste of what true joy is, and true joy comes
from being with the Lord. And so while on the
surface, friends and family lament my lack of
happiness with illness and injury, I have found
something far deeper, far richer, and much, much
sweeter. I have found joy. And joy is what it
means to be enveloped by God Almighty,
knowing that nothing can separate me from the
love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39). It’s
something most can’t see; it’s the unwavering gift
that doesn’t flux with circumstance or mood.
And so, while this season has tried me, humbled
me, broken me, I can rejoice that I know Him now
in ways that I had not.
“Whether for correction or for his land or for love,
he causes it to happen” (Job 37:13). And thanks
be to God that He does.
Dear Lord,
Whatever it is, wherever you take me, I trust you.
Amen.

If you are in need of Pastoral care,
please contact the church office , and/
or Clerk of Session Dan Johnson.

Nicole Baker
Elder

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

June - 28

PULPIT SUPPLY JUNE
6th- Leader:
Kevin Haines
Message: Steve Franko
13th- at the Manse
Leader: Steve Franko
Message: Olivia Williams

02 Bob Strecker
06 Mary Johnson
08 Colin Childs
10 Cheryl Childs
10 David Wegrzyn
14 JoAnn McCrumb
15 Betty Atkins
26 Bill Shoop
26 Mark Dowe

20th- Leader: Dianne Hackett
Message: Mary Edgington
27th- at the Manse
Leader: Steve Franko
Message: Lynn Franko

Happy
Father’s

03 Dan & Mary Johnson
03 John & Carol Swaffer
14 Larry & Carole Essenmacher
26 Bill & Linda Shoop
27 Ted & Connie Gamet
29. Dave & Tanya Steele
30 Kirk & Susan Atkins
30 Alice & Selwyn Stuart

Day
Thank You
I would like to take a moment to say thank you
for the kind gift.
I have enjoyed my time here as your secretary
and wish you all the best!
God’s Blessings!
Angie!

Please call the church office with any updates to
the Birthday or Anniversary List!
989-823-7671

WHAT’S GOING ON???
June 2021
Sunday

Monday
30

10:00 AM Worship

Tuesday
31

Wednesday

MemorialDay-OfficeClosed

7

8

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
Team
10:00 AM Worship

13

10:00 AM Worship at
the Manse

20

14

9

21

10:00 AM Book Club

Father’s Day

15

8:30 AM WIC

Flag Day

10:00 AM Worship

27

28

23

29

Newsletter Deadline
8:30 AM WIC

5

10

11

12

17

18

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Father's Day

10:00 AM Worship at
the Manse

16

22

4

6:00 PM Deacons

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

8:30 AM WIC

19

Juneteenth

24

25

26

1

2

3

7:00 PM Session

30

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Saturday

3

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

COMMUNION

Friday

2

12:30 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Memorial Day

6

Thursday

1

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Mike Kennard)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Scott Wegrzyn ......................(989) 529-1147

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Winona Williams ...................(989) 823-7696

Mike Kennard……………….(989)823-2192

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

Brenda Haines ......................(989) 871-3293

Sue Campbell ...................(989) 823-3848

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813

Dianne Hackett .....................(989) 823-8284

Jo-Linda Manus…………..(989) 823-3360

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Carole Essenmacher….(989) 823-7813
Email Chain: (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Scott Wegrzyn

(989) 529-1147

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................
Discipleship & Growth .............................................

Alex Campbell
Mike Kennard

(989) 823-3848
(989) 823-2192

Communication & Publicity .....................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................
Worship & Music .....................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, April 29th, 2021. Here are some of the highlights of the
meeting.
The meeting was held in the church parlor. Pastor Scott Kroener was our Moderator.
•

Alex Campbell and Lynn Franko were excused, all others present.

•

March’s Minutes, Treasurer’s Report and Session Reports were all approved.

•

Apportionment for 2021 is $29.00. This is voluntary, but if we could each write a
check for that amount (per member), it would really help. Have you paid yours?

•

We are $11,184.21 in the black for 2021! Remember, we have not been paying a Pastor.

•

Bob Strecker and Scott Wegrzyn audited our books on April 28th, 2021.

•

Membership rolls stand at 95 members.

•

April 4th Communion was served by Lori Hubbard and Bob Strecker.

•

We all must understand the financial situation of our church. We must support it (i.e.
GIVE!) If not yet submitted, Pledges can be mailed to the church or Mary Johnson
personally.

•

We plan to share a pastor with Fairgrove. We both have our Mission Statements done. The
PNC between Vassar and Fairgrove is moving along nicely. We may be able to begin taking
applications in late June or early July.

•

Callahan Electric is continuing to convert our lights from incandescent to LED, and motion
detection lighting system.

•

We are going to do outside services at the Manse. They will be on the second and fourth
Sunday, beginning May 23rd.

•

The next 5th Sunday is May 30th. This will be collected for the Travis Mills Foundation.

•

Upcoming Session Meetings will be: Thursday, May 27th, Thursday June 24th and Thursday
July 29th 2021 at 7:00 pm. If you have concerns, please talk to a Session Member/Elder.
They are Nicole Baker, Alex Campbell, Lynn Franko, Dan Johnson, Mike Kennard and Bob
Strecker.

Respectfully submitted,
Dan Johnson
Clerk of Session

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, March 25th, 2021. Here are some of the highlights of the meeting.
The meeting was held in the church parlor. Pastor Ted McCullough was our Moderator.
•

Mike Kennard was excused, all others present.

•

February’s Minutes, Treasurer’s Report and Session Reports were all approved.

•

Apportionment for 2021 is $29.00. This is voluntary, but if we could each write a check for
that amount (per member), it would really help. Have you paid yours?

•

We are $9,109.85 in the black for 2021!

•

We are going to roll over our $21,408.48 CD for another 3 years.

•

Membership rolls stand at 95 members.

•

March 7th Communion was served by Pastor Dan Saperstein.

•

We all must understand the financial situation of our church. We must support it (i.e. GIVE!) If not
yet submitted, Pledges can be mailed to the church or Mary Johnson personally.

•

We plan to share a pastor with Fairgrove. We both have our Mission Statements done.

•

Mission Study must be done on Church Information Form (CIF).

•

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be with the First United Methodist Church and
Grace Lutheran Church.

•

Easter Sunday (April 4th) Service will begin at 9:00 am.

•

We are going to do outside services at the Manse. They will be on the second and fourth Sunday,
beginning May 23rd.

•

The next 5th Sunday is May 30th. This will be collected for the Travis Mills Foundation.

•

Deacons will be putting on a Mother/Daughter Tea on Saturday, May 8th.

•

Upcoming Session Meetings will be: Thursday, April 29th, Thursday, Thursday, May 27th, 2021 and
June 24th at 7:00 pm. If you have concerns, please talk to a Session Member/Elder.

Respectfully submitted,
Dan Johnson
Clerk of Session

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

