250 W. Huron, Vassar, MI 48768

VassarFPC.org

April 2021

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." 1 Peter 1:3
If you were to Google what the main message of Easter is, you might find this response: “In
worship, each Easter Sunday, we remember and celebrate Christ's Resurrection. We acknowledge and
recall that Jesus defeated the powers of sin and death for all who believe. The bodily resurrection of
Jesus Christ is a basic Christian affirmation of the Christian faith.”
The idea of resurrection is not an easy concept to understand especially as a child when we learn
about it at church and during prayer. My bedtime prayer was a simple prayer about asking God to
guide us during work and play and to keep us pure and sweet and true in everything we say and do.
My friends said the prayer with the words, “If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to
take.” I remember the shock of hearing that. Die? Soul? What did that mean? My friends, at that
time, didn’t know either.
What a difficult concept to teach. My daughter, Alex, was very inquisitive and always had a lot of
questions for me. My favorite was, “Why did Jesus take away our sins? Don’t we want them?”
During my grandmother’s funeral service, Alex kept looking up at the ceiling in the church. When
asked why, she said she was waiting to see grandma's body rise up to heaven.
The resurrection means so much more to us as adults; it gives us hope, peace in our chaotic world,
and proof of God’s omnipotence.
"I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” Phil 3:10
Heavenly Father,
May we remember Jesus’ sacrifice and give thanks for what He brought to our world.
Amen.
Linda Shoop

Joining in the Great Outdoors—again!
During the last Session Meeting, we talked about
many topics. One thing that came up was how
much we enjoyed the services we held outside
last summer.

Financial
Notes

One thing led to another, and the discussion led
to “Let’s do that again. It was a lot of fun!” A
motion was made, supported and passed, and
here we are.

2021 Financial Information February and YTD

What was decided was the Session would like to
do this again, two times a month. Suggestion
was made to do it on the second and fourth
Sunday of the month, beginning May 23rd. It
would continue throughout the summer and end
(Maybe) with the fourth Sunday in August.

Interest:

As last summer, each person attending service
would bring their own chair, dress for the weather
and we would gather on the back lawn of the
manse, gathering around the deck.
We Look forward to doing this and hope you will
all join us as well.

Fifth Sunday
The next 5th Sunday is May 30th, 2021.
Again, the purpose of our 5th Sunday
contributions is to raise money for various
organizations who need it. Session has
decided that the May 30th, 5th Sunday
collection should go to the Travis Mills
Foundation. Most of you know who Travis
Mills is and what happened to him while
serving our country (4 limb amputee) and
what he has done with his foundation. It is a
tremendous organization, and it is always
helping fellow servicemen who have been
injured.

Gen. Fund Income: $9,078.00

Total Income

Expenses:
Net:

$16,782.27

345.93

363.38

$9,423.93

$17,145.65

4,427.64
$ 4,996.29

9,755.80
$7,389.85

Designated Funds (Not Included in the Gen.
Fund)
Building Fund

$ 150.00

Memorials

$ 250.00

Vassar Area Emergency Fund
$ 620.00
Your continued financial support to our church is
a blessing.
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer

If you are in need of Pastoral care,
please contact the church office , and/
or Clerk of Session Dan Johnson.

Session hopes each of us will give serious
thought to this cause, and make a donation
on May 30th.
Checks should be made out to First
Presbyterian Church, and either “5th Sunday”
or “Travis Mills” on the memo line.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

April- 26

Holy Week Schedule

1 Tanya Steele
3 Winona Williams
12 Mark O'Connor
13 Breanna Childs
14 Tim Childs
14 Mallory Finta
22 Kevin Haines

23 Brenda Haines
24 Carole Essenmacher
25 Selwyn Stuart
25 Alice Stuart
26 Jessie Shoop
29 John Swaffer

Palm Sunday 3/28
VFPC @ 10 AM
Maundy Thursday 4/1
VFPC @ 7 PM
Good Friday 4/2
VUMC @ 7 PM
Easter Sunday 4/3

Pulpit Supply
April 4th— Mary Edgington
April 11th—Nathaniel Asperger
April 18th— Kirk Atkins
April 25th—Nathaniel Asperger

VFPC @ 9 AM
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
Services are ecumenical between
Vassar’s First Presbyterian and United
Methodist. In addition to in-person
services, Maundy Thursday will also be
posted on Facebook; Good Friday will
posted on YouTube.
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE
FOR EASTER SUNDAY!

We look forward to seeing each of you
throughout April at our services.

Please call the church office with any updates
to the Birthday or Anniversary List!
989-823-7671

WHAT’S GOING ON???
April 2021
Sunday

Monday
28

Palm Sunday

Tuesday
29

Holi

Wednesday
30

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Newsletter Deadline

10:00 AM Worship

8:30 AM WIC

4

5

Easter

11

12

10:00 AM Worship

9:00 AM Angie's
Hours

18

10:00 AM Worship

25

10:00 AM Worship

19

10:00 AM Book Club

26

8:30 AM WIC
9:00 AM Angie's
Hours

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

1

Tax Day
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

21

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

27

Newsletter Deadline

8

7:00 PM Good Friday
Service

6:00 PM Deacons

14

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

20

8:30 AM WIC
9:00 AM Angie's
Hours

3

Good Friday

7

13

Beginning of Ramadan

Earth Day

28

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Saturday
2

7:00 PM Maundy
Thursday Service

12:30 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

9:00 AM Worship

Friday
1

April Fools’ Day

6

9:00 AM Angie's
Hours

COMMUNION

Thursday
31

7:00 PM Session
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (open)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Angie Ayotte, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Scott Wegrzyn ......................(989) 529-1147

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Winona Williams ...................(989) 823-7696

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

Brenda Haines ......................(989) 871-3293

Louanne Campbell ............(989) 823-3624

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813

Carol Swaffer ........................(989) 823-3756

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Email Chain: Angie Ayotte (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Scott Wegrzyn

(989) 529-1147

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848

Discipleship & Growth .............................................
Communication & Publicity .....................................

[open, contact Session}
Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................

Dan Johnson

(989) 823-2525

Worship & Music .....................................................

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Session Highlights
Session met on Tuesday, February 25th, 2021. Here are some of the highlights of the
meeting. The meeting was held in the church parlor. Pastor Scott Kroener was our
Moderator.
•

Nicole Baker was excused, all others present.

•

November, December and January Minutes, Treasurer’s Reports and Session Reports
were all approved.

•

Apportionment for 2021 is $29.00. This is voluntary, but if we could each write a
check for that amount (per member), it would really help. Have you paid yours? The
2021 apportionment fee of $2,818.48 was paid in February.

•

We are $4,013.56 in the black for both January and 2021!

•

Membership rolls stand at 95 members. Joan Bradanini has requested to be dropped from
our rolls.

•

February 7th Communion was served by Pastor Mary Edgington.

•

We all must understand the financial situation of our church. We must support it (i.e.
GIVE!) If not yet submitted, Pledges can be mailed to the church or Mary Johnson
personally.

•

Pulpit supply Continues filling our pulpit, mainly with our own people. March pulpits are
filled. Thank you Steve Franko!

•

We have been in the Sanctuary since January 31st.

•

We plan to share a pastor with Fairgrove. We both have our Mission Statements done.

•

Mission Study must be done on Church Information Form (CIF).

•

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be with the First United Methodist Church
and
Grace Lutheran Church.

•

Easter Sunday (April 4th) Service will begin at 9:00 am.

•

Easter Lillies may be ordered from Sue Campbell or Connie Gamet.

•

Upcoming Session Meetings will be: Thursday, March 25th, Thursday, April 29th, and
Thursday,
May 27th, 2021 at 7:00 pm. If you have concerns, please talk to a Session
Member/Elder.

Respectfully submitted,
Dan Johnson
Clerk of Session

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

