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How Foreigner is Teaching Me Christmas
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.” ~John 3:16-17 (TNIV)
I am so grateful, humbled, and honored to be invited to share this devotional with you. Our relocation to the
Mediterranean climate of California’s Central Valley has been very good for me (even despite the fires!),
but that in no way diminishes how much Shelley and I miss you all. You are never far from our hearts and
minds, nor our prayers.
I’m definitely dating myself now, but in the old Foreigner song from 1984 they sing the refrain, “I want to
know what love is, I want you to show me,” over and over. It is sung like an anguished cry of deep
yearning, and I believe one reason the song did so well was because it touched more than just our
yearning for some particular person’s love: It touched our yearning to know what love is, to be shown it by
Another Who Knows.
The text above is not a typical Advent and Christmas passage, and yet in this season, in 2020 and all of
its... 2020ness... I can’t seem to get away from it and others like it. My head and heart have been stuck in
two questions lately, and I almost feel like I’m back in theological kindergarten: 1) “What is love...really?”
and 2) “What does it mean to take the cross seriously...really?” I can’t assume that just because I can give
cogent explanations to those questions that I actually know the answers.
If we believe that all of the world’s sin and failings and brokenness, for all time, were dealt with at the cross,
just because God loves us that much, what are the implications? If we witness the timeless God of the
universe willingly stuff Himself into the limitations of a helpless baby, live a very hard life, and die a brutal
human death— just for the possibility of bringing us to Himself in that love—how does that change what we
give attention to, care about, believe in, and spend our time and energy on?
These questions don't have simple answers, but I’m more and more convinced that a big part of what’s
happening in and to the Church (capital “C”), even without all the 2020ness, is that we’ve missed Jesus’s
one command to us: To love. That’s it! He inextricably tied love of God with love of neighbor, showed us
how, then made it possible.
Our world still wants to know what love is. So do we. Jesus has shown us. Although the world does not
follow Jesus, it can still see whether or not we do.
(con’t. On next page)

Christmas Eve is when we celebrate Christ’s coming. But God most fully shows us that love in Jesus,
hanging on the Cross, pardoning a brigand dying with him, just because he asked.
So, here I sit in Starbucks (where else?!), wrapping this up, and guess what song comes over the
speakers? No joke.
Okay God.... I’m trying to listen. I want to know what Love is. I want You to show me. (But really... did you
have to follow it with a Rick Ashley song??)
May God’s Love wrap you, sustain you, and renew you this Advent and Christmas. We miss you.

November Devotion
“How good and pleasant it is when Godʼs people live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the
head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaronʼs beard, down on the collar of his robe. It is as
if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life
forevermore.” Psalm 133
Recently, we celebrated World Communion Sunday at T-North Pavilion. The service was a joint service
between three churches: Grace Lutheran, First Presbyterian, and Vassar First United Methodist Church.
For the Methodist church, it was the first time we celebrated communion together since March, and I
missed it. I missed breaking bread together. I missed sharing the holy sacrament. I missed encountering
God through the ordinary elements of bread and juice.
So, I am glad we celebrated communion together. Not just as a congregation, but as a faith community in
Vassar. What better way to recognize the spirit of World Communion Sunday than breaking bread
together in union with our siblings in Christ?
The act of taking communion together out in God’s cathedral represents more than communion itself. As
holy and sacred as communion is, when we take communion together between congregations, it’s also
an act of unity. It’s a declaration that we are defined, not by denominational differences, not by buildings
and street addresses, not by history or doctrine, but we are defined by our unity under Christ.
Unity seems in short supply these days. We are divided as a nation right now. We are dividing ourselves
into us and them; those with me and those against me. These binary positions are even more
pronounced as we race towards Election Day: Will you vote with me or against me? Remember the
rhetoric around elections is designed to divide: divide us on issues and candidates.

(con’t. on next page)

As disciples we need to reclaim our unity in Christ. While the world looks for ways to divide, we, in the
Church, need to look for ways to draw together and dwell in harmony with one another. When the world
looks to divide us into opposite camps like for or against, blue or red, bacon or sausage, we, as people of
God, need to create opportunities to dwell together and remember that Christ is for us all.
Yes, our current safety restrictions and isolation create new challenges to draw together in unity, but there
are ways to stay connected: a phone call, a letter, a connection electronically and prayers lifted up. I hope
you will continue to remember the others in our church. And we should be practicing those disciplines not
only inter-church but also inter-Church (capital C representing all of us in all the churches in our community).
We need to, in a modern rewriting of Galatians 3:28, recognize there are neither liberal or conservative,
neither Methodist or Presbyterian, nor is there Republican or Democrat, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
We need to focus more on Christ, the one who unites us instead of all the other things that might divide us.
“Grant to your people, good Lord, the spirit of unity, that they may dwell together in your love, and so bear to
the world the ointment of your healing and the dew of your blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Common Worship: Daily Prayer
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
Pastor Scott Sherrill Romans 14:19

Be sure to watch our services
Sunday mornings on our Facebook
page. If you aren’t a Facebook user
but have a smart phone, desktop,
laptop or tablet long on to
facebook.com/vassarfpc and our
Facebook page will come up. Look for
the post and our video will be there
on Sunday mornings!

Financial
Notes
2020 Financial Information
01 James Paul Brightman
03 Jackie Strecker
05 Pat Bulko
05 Marge Botimer
06 Nathan Hubbard
07 Betty Holzhei
07 Charlotte Gamet
16 Alex Campbell
19 Dave Steele
31 Sue Campbell

1/1/2020-10/31/2020

Gen. Fund Income: $4,749.25
Interest:

$63,102.16

17.33

1,133.44

Total Income

$4,766.58

$64,235.60

Expenses:

(2,869.46)

(37,016.19)

$1,897.12.

$27,219.41

Net:

Designated Funds (Not Included in the Gen.
Fund)
Memorials

30 Keith & Ellen Brookins

$100.00

Thank you to all those who continue to support
the mission of our church.
Jackie Strecker, Treasurer

If you are in need of Pastoral care, please
contact the church office , and/or Clerk of
Session Dan Johnson.
Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
a visit can be arranged. You are also encouraged
to call your care team Deacon.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

Dec. -29

WHAT’S GOING ON???
Stay tuned for information on the Christmas
and Christmas Eve services!

December 2020
Sunday

Monday
29

Tuesday
30

Wednesday

10:00 AM Worship

6

7

8

13

14

10:00 AM Worship

9

15

8:30 AM WIC

20

10:00 AM Worship

21

10:00 AM Book Club

27

16

22

28

5

11

12

18

19

Hanukkah

17

23

24

25

ChristmasEve-OfficeClosed

ChristmasDay-OfficeClosed

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

26

Kwanzaa

7:30 PM CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE
8:30 PM CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE
30

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

4

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

29

8:30 AM WIC

10

6:00 PM Deacons

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

8:30 AM WIC

Saturday

3

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
Team
10:00 AM Worship

Friday

2

12:30 PM Bible Study
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

COMMUNION

10:00 AM Worship

Thursday

1

31

1

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day

NewYear'sEve-OfficeClosed

NewYear'sDay-OfficeClosed

2

7:00 PM Session
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (open)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)
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