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“Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They
were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with each
other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.” Luke 24:13-16
When did Easter happen? We think of that early Sunday morning when the women went and found the empty tomb.
But is that the only time? The story whose first verses are printed above suggests that the Resurrection is not just that
Sunday morning’s story. (If you have a minute, grab your Bible and read Luke 24:13-35.)
Two disciples are walking to Emmaus. Sometimes the only way to cope is to go for a walk. That gets harder as we
age, I can tell you, but movement almost always helps us wrap our hearts around what is troubling us. And sometimes
when we walk, we walk our way into hope.
These two disciples had had their hopes crushed. They specifically say, “We had hoped that he was the one…” We
understand, don’t we? We had hoped the chemo would work. We had hoped she would finish school. We had hoped
the factory would not close. We had hoped… You can finish the sentence for yourself.
But then in their moment of deep sadness, a stranger joins them in their walk. He reads their emotions in their faces.
He listens to their pain. He tells them that what has transpired had to happen. And they obviously listen, because
when the stranger acts as though he will proceed farther down the road, they invite him in to eat. And at the table,
Jesus does what he has done countless times with his disciples: He breaks the bread. And suddenly they recognize
him. And he disappears.
But they are changed. They say to each other: “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the
road and opened the scriptures to us?”
So when did Easter happen for them? It happened during their sad and hopeless walk to Emmaus when Jesus joined
them on the road. It happened at the Lord’s table.
And when can it happen for us? We have all walked on some road to Emmaus, haven’t we? Well, Jesus wants
to walk with us on that road. When we trust in Jesus and his resurrection, the gospel says we have “new life.” And
we feel it in our hearts. We feel it! And Easter happens all over again. Open your heart to the Risen Savior. Jesus
loves you. He understands what you are feeling on the hopeless days. So whatever road you find yourself walking,
know that Jesus walks with you. Walk in hope, let your heart be warmed, and share his warmhearted love with all
whom you meet. For Easter still happens for those who believe.
Loving Savior, help us to feel your risen presence. Warm our hearts with your words and restore our hope,
hope that is stronger than anything life can bring. Give us Easter moments wherever our walk of life takes us. Amen.
Reverend John Becker

The memorial service for Don Asher,
scheduled for April 12th, has been
cancelled.

If you are in need of Pastoral care,
please contact the church office ,
and/or Clerk of Session Dan
Johnson.

Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
a visit can be arranged. You are also
encouraged to call your care team Deacon.

Holy Week Services
At this time all Holy Week Services are
cancelled until Easter Sunday, April
12th.
We will let you know as soon as
possible if we are able to have service
on Easter.
Everyone please stay safe and follow
all guidelines.
Feel free to follow Saginaw First
Presbyterian Church online at
firstchurchsaginaw.org

Friends, this is a gentle reminder that
even though we cannot hold services we
still must meet our financial obligations.
Please mail your offerings to the church
office attention Financial Secretary Mary
Johnson. Our separate Fifth Sunday
offerings are going to the Food Pantry. If
you would like to make this offering too
indicate Fifth Sunday/Food Pantry in the
memo line.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

Yours in Christ,

April- 27

The Session

SUBJECT TO CHANGE
COMMUMION SERVERS 04-12-2020
Assist Steve Franko
#1 Alex Campbell
#2 Mike Kennard
#3 Lynn Franko
#4. Dan Johnson

USHERS
4/12 Alex Campbell Ted Gamet, Russ Hubbard
4/19 Lynn Franko, Steve Franko, Scott Wegrzyn
4/26 Sue Campbell, Lori Hubbard, Mary
Kennard

PULPIT SUPPLY

4/12 Rev. Philomena Ofori-Nipaah
4/19 Tanya Steele
4/26 Kirk Atkins

VIDEO/TECH
4/12 TBD
4/19 TBD

4/26 Dianne Hackett

1 Tanya Steele
3 Winona Williams
12 Mark O'Connor
13 Breanna Childs
14 Tim Childs
14 Mallory Finta
15 Ray Sowden
22 Kevin Haines
23 Brenda Haines
24 Carole Essenmacher
25 Selwyn Stuart
25 Alice Stuart
26 Jessie Shoop
29 John Swaffer

WORSHIP LEADER
4/12 Steve Franko
4/19 Kevin Haines

4/26 Dianne Hackett

Please call the church office with any updates to
the Birthday or Anniversary List!
989-823-7671

WHAT’S GOING ON???
April 2020
Sunday

Monday
29

Tuesday
30

10:00 AM Worship

Wednesday

Thursday

31

8:30 AM WIC

12:30 PM Book Study
Group
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir
5

6

7

12

13

14

Easter

15

Tax Day

10:00 AM Worship

12:30 PM Book Study
Group
6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Choir
8:00 PM Handbell
19

20

10:00 AM Book Club

Orthodox Easter

21

8:30 AM WIC

9

6:00 PM Deacons
7:00 PM Maundy
Thursday Service

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

9:00 AM Communication & Publicity
10:00 AM Worship
11:30 AM Easter
Brunch

3

4

10

11

Good Friday
7:00 PM Good Friday
Service

16

17

18

24

25

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

22

23

Earth Day

10:00 AM Worship

Beginning of Ramadan

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

26

10:00 AM Worship

8

Passover

Palm Sunday

Saturday

2

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

April Fools' Day

COMMUNION

Friday

1

27

28

8:30 AM WIC

29

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

30

1

2

7:00 PM Session
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (open)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Lynn Franko)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Angie Ayotte, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Dan Johnson (Clerk) ............(989) 823-2525

Lynn Franko………………….(989) 823-7590

Nicole Baker ......................(917) 776-9546

Scott Wegrzyn ......................(989) 529-1147

Alex Campbell....................(989) 823-3848

Winona Williams ...................(989) 823-7696

Deacons
Kirk Atkins ..........................(989) 297-7731

Brenda Haines ......................(989) 871-3293

Louanne Campbell ............(989) 823-3624

Cheryl Sholty ........................(989) 823-2438

Carole Essenmacher .........(989) 823-7813

Carol Swaffer ........................(989) 823-3756

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Email Chain: Angie Ayotte (office@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel).....................

Scott Wegrzyn

(989) 529-1147

Buildings & Grounds ...............................................

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848

Discipleship & Growth .............................................
Communication & Publicity .....................................

[open, contact Session}
Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach.................................................

Lynn Franko

(989) 823-7590

Nominating ..............................................................

Dan Johnson

(989) 823-2525

Worship & Music .....................................................

Alex Campbell

(989) 823-3848

Deacons ....................................................................

Carole Essenmacher

(989) 823-7813

Choir (Shared with First UMC) ..................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, January 23rd, 2020. Here are some of the highlights of the meeting.
Pastor Scott Kroener was our Moderator.
•

All Elders were present.

•

Minutes of the December 19th, 2019 Stated Meeting of the Session were approved.

•

Financial report: December Income, $16,842.90 Expense $ 3,733.12 = $ + 13,109.78
Annual Income, $87,369.58 Expense $85,054.81 = $ + 2,314.77

•

Apportionment for 2020 is $29.00. This is voluntary, but if we could each write a check for
that amount (per member), it would really help. Have you paid yours?

•

We are beginning to look at our future as a church. We are in transition. Don Wixson has been
hired as our Interim Pastor. He was scheduled to begin February 2nd, 2020.

•

Next 5th Sunday is March 29th, 2020. Donations will go toward the Food Pantry.

•

Communion was served on January 5th, 2020 by Pastor Dan Saperstein. Kevin Haines assisted.
Elders serving were Alex Campbell, Lynn Franko, Dan Johnson and Jo-Linda Manus.

•

After reviewing our rolls, our membership rolls now stand at 98 members.

•

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, January 26th, 2020 at 11:30 am. Pastor
Scott Kroener will be our Moderator.

•

We all must understand the financial situation of our church. We must support it (i.e. GIVE!)
“I must care and take responsibility for our church!” Can I increase my pledge?
If
you have not turned in your pledge card, please do so!

•

More people need to step forward be be worship leaders, ushers, greeters, tech support,
Visitations and help in the nursery. Can you do your “share?” We could definitely use
more ushers/greeters. Please talk to Steve Franko if you can help.

Next Session meeting will be Thursday, February 27th, 2020 at 7:00. If you have concerns, please talk
to a Session Member/Elder.
Respectfully submitted,
Dan Johnson, Clerk of Session

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, February 27th, 2020. Here are some of the highlights of the meeting.
Pastor Dan Sappenstein was our Moderator.

•

Winona Williams was excused.

•

Minutes of the January 21st Special Meeting, January 23rd Stated Meeting of the Session
and January 26th, 2020 Special Meeting of the Session were approved.

•

Financial report: January Income, $ 7,793.68 Expense $ 6,811.09 = $ + 982.59
Annual Income, $ 7,793.68 Expense $ 6,811.09 = $ + 982.59

•

Apportionment for 2020 is $29.00. This is voluntary, but if we could each write a
check for that amount (per member), it would really help. Have you paid yours?

•

Unfortunately, due to his health, Don Wixson had to ask to be released from his
commitment. This request was granted, with regrets. Other options are being
investigated.

•

Next 5th Sunday is March 29th, 2020. Donations will go toward the Food Pantry.

•

Communion was served on February 2nd, 2020 by Lori Hubbard and Bob Strecker.
Elders serving were Alex Campbell, Dianne Hackett, Dan Johnson and Bob Strecker.

•

After reviewing our rolls, our membership rolls now stand at 98 members.

•

On behalf of the Deacons, Carole Essenmacher presented dates and times for special
celebrations this spring. Details forthcoming.

•

Our newest Elder, Mike Kennard, will be installed this Sunday, March 1st.

•

We all must understand the financial situation of our church. We must support it (i.e.
GIVE!) “I must care and take responsibility for our church!” Can I increase my
pledge?
If you have not turned in your pledge card, please do so!

•

We need more ushers! Please talk to Steve Franko if you can help.

Next Session meeting will be Thursday, March 26th, 2020 at 7:00. If you have concerns, please
talk to a Session Member/Elder.
Respectfully submitted,

Dan Johnson

Clerk of Session

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

