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from PD’S Pen...
Soon will begin a mid week study series on Jesus’ parables, which anyone should free to jump in on
midstream even if you didn’t sign up at first. The term “parable” is broadly applied to most everything
Jesus taught that was not in a direct manner. Some take the form of short analogies or comparisons,
others are well-developed stories. Almost all of them had a certain “shock value” factor to the original
listeners that is harder for us to appreciate because the stories have become familiar to us, or because
they originate from a cultural context alien to our own.
For instance: in the parable we call the Prodigal Son, we may not realize that, by the prodigal asking for
his portion of the inheritance while his father was still alive and well, he has done the equivalent of
proclaiming publicly that he wished his father dead. We may sympathize with the older, “good and
faithful” son—yet the point of the parable is a criticism of him, not the prodigal. And it’s hard for us to tune
into how bizarre and scandalous it was for dad to not only welcome back his prodigal, but run out to
meet him, embrace him, throw a party for him, and restore him as a son as if nothing happened—all of
which would have been unthinkable dishonor for any family patriarch treated as he had been. We rightly
understand that this story is about God’s grace toward us, but may not notice the reversal Jesus sets up
between the two sons and ask “which son is the true prodigal, and which is the true faithful son,
according to Jesus?” And unless we comprehend the impact of the father’s behavior on Jesus’
audience, we don’t notice how scandalous grace is when truly practiced in real life, and that as the God
character in the story, the father disregards all that scandal without hesitation to welcome his son home.
Or consider the Good Samaritan. How many hospitals are named after this guy, who rescues and
cares for another after being robbed, beaten, left for dead, and passed over by religious leaders? Yet
the “punch” of this story is not that we should care for others (the story assumes we know that), but
rather who it was that did the caring. Samaritans were on the wrong side of everything to first century
Jews, and abhorred by them. Most took the long way around on pilgrimages, adding a day or two to
their trip and crossing the Jordan river twice, rather than take the direct route through Samaria. So
when Jesus asks, “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man...?” the religious
leaders can’t even spit out “the Samaritan,” only begrudgingly admit who it was by saying “the one
who showed him mercy.” This story would not have left anyone listening feeling “warm and fuzzy.”
Jesus’ parables always have this sort of “punch.” He sets up the dominoes and knocks them down. He
employs unexpected reversals that are shocking and troubling. Why does Jesus do this? To stir up
controversy? Make waves? Offend people? Not simply for the sake of those things, no. But Jesus
knows that shining the light on our lives will do that, because light reveals what we keep in darkness,
the lies we tell even ourselves. And He knows the truth sets us free.
What story is he telling you? Is it difficult to hear? Are you not the character in it you
thought you were? Even so, may we be open to hearing it as God
tells it, and in so doing allow him to remake us from the inside out.

PASTOR DOUG’S CONTACT INFO:
Cell/Text: (989) 780-2813
Email: PastorDoug@VassarFPC.org
Facebook: facebook.com/pastordougabel
LinkedIN: linkedin.com/in/pastordougabel
TWITTER: @REV_DSA
Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
Pastor Doug can visit them! You are also
encouraged to call your care team Deacon.

Pumpkin Roll

CROP Walk Is
Oct. 14th
2:00 PM!
Registration is at 1:30 at the Methodist
Church
See Tanya Steel or Shelley Abel
for envelopes

October 13th
2-5 PM
NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

Oct. 30

Financial
Notes

COMMUMION SERVERS (10-07-2018)
Assist Bob Rice
#1- Nicole Baker
#2- Shelley Abel
#3- Diane Rice
#4- Dan Johnson

GREETERS
7th- Tim Childs Family
14th- Chuck & Robin Fabbro
21st- Steve & Lynn Franko & Blanca Garcia-Mayoral
28th-Kevin & Brenda Haines

USHERS
7th- Mark Bilbee, Mark O’Connor, Bobby Staten
14th- Kevin Haines, Mike Kennard & Dan Zuzula
21st- Alex & Sue Campbell, Dan Johnson

03 Veronica Childs
04 Tracy Brightman
12 Casey Williams
18 Joan Bradanini
18 Melanie Dowe
19 Scott Wegrzyn
20 Kathy Fricke
21 Jim DuBois
23 Jo Linda Manus

28th- Ted Gamet & Russ Hubbard

WORSHIP LEADERS
7th- Bob Rice
14th- Dianne Hackett
21st- Russ Hubbard
28th- Tanya Steele

VIDEO/TECH

7th- Tanya Steele
14th- Shelley Abel
21st- TBD
28th- Dianne Hackett

16 Mark & Jill O' Connor
24 Shane & Kate Pease

WHAT’S GOING ON???
October 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

30

1

Wednesday
2

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

7

8

COMMUNION

Indigenous Peoples' Day

WorldCommunionSunday

Columbus Day

9

14

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

21

15

10:00 AM Book Club

22

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

28

10

16

8:30 AM WIC

17

23

29

11

12

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

13

Vassar Pumpkin Roll

18

19

20

25

26

27

1

2

3

7:00 PM Session

31

Halloween

6

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

24

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

30

8:30 AM WIC

Saturday
5

5:30 PM Deacons

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
7:30 PM Communication & Publicity Team
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

8:30 AM WIC

Friday
4

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

Thursday
3

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Diane Rice)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Shelley Abel)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Pastor Doug Abel, (989) 780-2813 (Voice, VM, or Text)
Angie Ayotte, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Shelley Abel ..............(989) 780-2817

Dan Johnson (Clerk) ........ (989) 823-2525

Nicole Baker .............(917) 776-9546

Diane Rice........................ (989) 992-9333

Alex Campbell...........(989) 823-3848

Scott Wegrzyn ..................(989) 529-1147

Lynn Childs ...............(989) 868-4802

Winona Williams...............(989) 823-7696

Deacons
Louanne Campbell ...(989) 823-3624

Cheryl Sholty ....................(989) 823-2438

Brenda Haines ..........(989) 871-3293

Tanya Steele, Mod. ..........(989) 823-2278

Mike Kennard............(989) 823-2192

Carol Swaffer ...................(989) 823-3756

Kate Pease ...............(989) 670-8669

Kim Wegrzyn ....................(989) 233-8460

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Email Chain: Angie Ayotte (office@VassarFPC.org)
or Pastor Doug (PastorDoug@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel) ...........................

Scott Wegrzyn

(989) 529-1147

Buildings & Grounds ......................................................
Discipleship & Growth ...................................................

Alex Campbell
Diane Rice

(989) 823-3848
(989) 992-9333

Communication & Publicity............................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach .......................................................

Shelley Abel

(989) 780-2817

Nominating ....................................................................
Worship & Music ...........................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ...........................................................................

Tanya Steele

(989) 233-8460

Choir (Shared with FUMC) ...............................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, August 30th, 2018. Here are some of the highlights of
the meeting. Pastor Doug Abel was our Moderator.
• Elders Alex Campbell, Winona Williams and Dan Zuzula were excused.
• Minutes of the July 26th, 2018 Stated meeting was approved with one
correction.
• Financial report shows we are operating on a -$ 20,433.05 for the year.
2018 apportionment is $26.94 per member. This is voluntary, but if we
could each write a check for that amount (per member), it would really
help.
• Next 5th Sunday is September 30th. Donations will go toward Nicole Baker’s
Missionary Trip in December and January.
• Communion was served on August 5th, 2018 by Pastor Doug Abel. Steve Franko
assisted. Elders serving were Shelley Abel, Alex Campbell, Dan Johnson and
Bob Strecker.
• Wedding for Dominick Franko and Brittany O’Hearn was held on July 28th, 2018.
• We are looking at moving money from stocks to CD’s.
• REACH was in Vassar in July of 2018. 22 houses were worked on.
• Vacation Bible School was held in the Methodist Church this year, Grace
Lutheran Church next year and Presbyterian Church the year after that. July
23rd – July 26th this year. 50 kids participated.
• Many projects are in the works this year for Buildings and Grounds in the
manse.
• Sunday School will begin September 9th. Nursery will be for kids 0-3 and
security will be strengthened. Adult Sunday School is also being discussed.
• Mission and Outreach group is considering cutting projects back to one per
quarter instead of one per month.
• September will begin the Nominating process for officers and board members.
• Next Session meeting will be Thursday, September 27th, 2018.
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