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September 2018

from PD’S Pen...

Fall is nearly upon us! For churches throughout the USA, Labor Day weekend is the unofficial last gasp of
summer and the often reduced activity that attends it. The Sunday of the first weekend after Labor Day is
usually a Kick-off Sunday of sorts: Choirs return, children’s and adult classes or groups resume. Travelers are
mostly back in town. And whatever plans the church’s leadership may have get launched.
For our congregation, one of those things this year will be our Session forming a task force to take a good,
hard, long look at where we really intend to be in 5 years, and how we will get there. This task force will
consist of a couple elders and myself, but will also include others: whether ordained to any office in the past
or not. As we continue to navigate the stormy waters of our culture, we are recognizing that, if we’re going
to make any big changes to secure the viability of future ministry, now’s the time.
The book of Acts gives us a wonderful real-life story that speaks to our times. It is the story of the Apostle
Paul’s shipwreck in Acts 27. Paul was not a willing passenger on this boat: he was a prisoner being taken to
Rome. Everything that happened on this voyage happened *to* Paul. And what happened was a long,
unrelenting storm. Night after night it buffeted the ship. Cargo was tossed. The ship was held together only
by passing ropes underneath it. Death seemed imminent, hope lost. Finally, they spotted and made for an
island. Their ship was lost. Yet all aboard it were saved—just as Paul had said.
Luke, the author of Acts, uses up a lot of precious parchment to tell this story in great detail—something
unusual in biblical writing. The question is, “why?” Some scholars think that Luke saw in this story a powerful
metaphor for the Church: a Church that found itself in the midst of a political and cultural storm it never
asked for. If this is the case, we need to read this story not just on the historical level, but also the
metaphorical: seeing in this story the story of the Church and we who serve within it. Indeed, an image often
used of the Church throughout the centuries has been that of a wind-driven ship.
If we look at this story through this second lens, we observe some things that are both encouraging and
perhaps troubling: 1) God didn’t stop the storm. He let it rage for a long time. 2) God nonetheless allowed
no one to “go down with the ship.” However… 3) the ship they trusted in was lost. God promises to rescue
us, but not necessarily our “ship.” That belief or person or idea we’ve been trusting in may or may not
survive the storm. We must trust in God alone.
The Church of Jesus Christ once again finds itself in a storm. It has been long, unrelenting, and there’s no
end in sight for the near future. The Church and its ministry will survive. It’s “ship” or parts of it may not. How
will we respond, as a particular part of that Church? What have we been trusting in and holding on to that
perhaps God intends to perish in the storm? This year we will together discern these answers and make the
choices necessary to carry the gospel into the future in word and deed. We ask for your prayers most of all,
your hope, your courage, your support, and your wisdom as we face this year together.
The sun always comes out after the storm. And as a result of it the earth is watered, the air is cleansed and
life refreshed. Whatever is destroyed or damaged is rebuilt, only better. So let us turn our faces to the
winds of our times, trust God, and watch unfold what He has planned for us….
See you on deck.

PASTOR DOUG’S CONTACT INFO:
Cell/Text: (989) 780-2813
Email: PastorDoug@VassarFPC.org
Facebook: facebook.com/pastordougabel
LinkedIN: linkedin.com/in/pastordougabel
TWITTER: @REV_DSA
Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
Pastor Doug can visit them! You are also
encouraged to call your care team Deacon.

Vernon Legacy Fund
Gail Vernon’s family has set up a “Legacy Fund”
through the Bullard Sanford Memorial Library.
Because Gail was a lover of children and very
active in our library her family has set up a drive
to collect monies for the acquisition of goods for
children, pre-teens and teens. New books for
these age groups will be accepted as well. Every
book donated or bought by the library will have a
gold sticker on the inside indicating that this is in
memory of Gail and Ed Vernon. If you wish your
name to be on that sticker as a donor they will
do that as well. All checks should be made out to
the Bullard Sanford Library with the memo line
reading “Gail & Ed Vernon Children’s Book
Legacy Fund.” Charitable donation receipts for
tax purposes will be sent. Let us make this a true
lasting gift to honor a woman who did so much
for our church and community.

Financial
Notes

CROP Walk Is coming soon!
Stay Tuned for more Info…

Sunday School
Resumes Sept. 9th
Jake the Therapy Dog
will visit . Students are welcome
to bring your favorite stuffed animal
as we learn about how God
loves ALL animals!

Choir Practice Starts
Sept. 5th, 7PM
First Methodist Church

Volunteers Needed!

Our kids need enthusiastic volunteers to help
with crafts, games, songs, and lessons on
Sunday morning. Everything is put together
for you. You just need to enjoy working with
the kids and teaching them about God’s love.
If you are willing to help once in awhile,
please contact Diane Rice.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

Sept. 25

COMMUMION SERVERS Sept. 2nd
Assist- Steve Franko
#1-Shelley Abel
#2#3#4- Dan Johnson

GREETERS
2nd- Shelley Abel & B. J. Warle
9th- Larry & Carol Essenmacher
16th- Kathy Fricke
23rd- Marge Botimer & Margery
O’Neill
30th- Bob & Diane Rice

USHERS

01 David Walker
05 Jack Hoornstra
12 Barbara Walker
17 Peggy Bulko
20 Mary Kennard
22 Mackenzie Brightman
28 Wendy Heinrich
28 Bethany Childs

2nd- Alex & Sue Campbell, Dan
Johnson
9th- Ted Gamet, Russ Hubbard
16th- Lynn Childs, Tanya Steele,
Bill Shoop
23rd30th- Lori Hubbard, Mary Kennard

WORSHIP LEADERS
2nd- Steve Franko
9th-Kevin Haines
16th-Lori Hubbard
23rd- Russ Hubbard
30th-Dianne Hackett

VIDEO/TECH
2nd-Tanya Steele
9th-Dianne Hackett
16th-Shelley Abel
23rd
30th-

Nursery
2nd9th16th23rd
30th-

07 Charles & Joan Bradanini
09 Bob & Jackie Strecker
10 Tim & Veronica Childs
16 Dan & Nancy Zuzula
29 Lynn & Cheryl Childs

WHAT’S GOING ON???
September 2018
Sunday

Monday
26

Tuesday
27

10:00 AM Worship

Wednesday
28

Thursday
29

8:30 AM WIC

2

COMMUNION

3

4

Labor Day

9

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

16

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

23

10

30

11

1

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

4

5

6

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

12

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Rosh Hashanah

17

10:00 AM Book Club

18

8:30 AM WIC

19

Yom Kippur

Ashura

6:30 PM Mission &
7:00 PM Joint Choir
7:30 PM Communication & Publicity Team
8:00 PM Handbell
24

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

10:00 AM Worship &
Children's classes

Saturday
31

5

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

Labor Day - Office Closed

10:00 AM Worship

Friday
30

7:00 PM Session

25

8:30 AM WIC

1

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

26

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

2

7:00 PM Session

3

7:00 PM Joint Choir
Practice
8:00 PM Handbell
Choir

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Diane Rice)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Shelley Abel)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Pastor Doug Abel, (989) 780-2813 (Voice, VM, or Text)
Angie Ayotte, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Shelley Abel ..............(989) 780-2817

Dan Johnson (Clerk) ........ (989) 823-2525

Nicole Baker .............(917) 776-9546

Diane Rice........................ (989) 992-9333

Alex Campbell...........(989) 823-3848

Scott Wegrzyn ..................(989) 529-1147

Lynn Childs ...............(989) 868-4802

Winona Williams...............(989) 823-7696

Dan Zuzula ...............(989) 871-3173

Deacons
Louanne Campbell ...(989) 823-3624

Bobby Staten ....................(989) 823-1235

Brenda Haines ..........(989) 871-3293

Tanya Steele, Mod. ..........(989) 823-2278

Mike Kennard............(989) 823-2192

Carol Swaffer ...................(989) 823-3756

Kate Pease ...............(989) 670-8669

Kim Wegrzyn ....................(989) 233-8460

Cheryl Sholty ............(989) 823-2438

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Email Chain: Angie Ayotte (office@VassarFPC.org)
or Pastor Doug (PastorDoug@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel) ...........................

Scott Wegrzyn

(989) 529-1147

Buildings & Grounds ......................................................
Discipleship & Growth ...................................................

Alex Campbell
Diane Rice

(989) 823-3848
(989) 992-9333

Communication & Publicity............................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach .......................................................

Shelley Abel

(989) 780-2817

Nominating ....................................................................
Worship & Music ...........................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ...........................................................................

Tanya Steele

(989) 233-8460

Choir (Shared with FUMC) ...............................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, July 26th, 2018. Here are some of the highlights of the
meeting. Pastor Doug Abel was our Moderator.
• Elders Diane Rice, Scott Wegrzyn and Dan Zuzula were excused. Elder Lynn
Childs was absent.
• Minutes of the June 28th, 2018 Stated meeting was approved.
• Financial report shows we are operating on a -$ 20,436.78 for the year.
2018 apportionment is $26.94 per member. This is voluntary, but if we
could each write a check for that amount (per member), it would really
help.
• Next 5th Sunday is September 30th. Donations will go toward Nicole Baker’s
Missionary Trip in December and January.
• Communion was served on July 1st, 2018 by Pastor Doug Abel. Kim Wegrzyn
assisted. Elders serving were Alex Campbell, Dianne Hackett, Dan Johnson and
Bob Strecker.
• A reminder is being made that all sermons are recorded, so if you cannot make
it to church, you can contact us a get a recording to play.
• We are getting between 1 and 10 kids in Sunday School every week.
• REACH was in Vassar in July of 2018. About 300 kids were here.
• Vacation Bible School was held in the Methodist Church this year, Grace
Lutheran Church next year and Presbyterian Church the year after that. July
23rd – July 26th this year,
• Many projects are in the works this year for Buildings and Grounds.
• Deacons have been assigned members of the congregation.
• Mission and Outreach group is considering cutting projects back to one per
quarter instead of on per month.
• Next Session meeting will be Thursday, August 30th, 2018.

Respectfully submitted, Dan Johnson, Clerk of Session

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 117
Vassar, MI 48768

…and Happy
Labor Day!!

