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from PD’S Pen...
Summer is (usually!) a green time—on our lawns and in the church, where green paraments are seen
week after week. Green is the color for “Ordinary Time”—the time of the church calendar during
which there are no “special” seasons like Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter.
There are some that might take exception to the term “ordinary time.” It seems to imply a season of
“coasting,” or that there is nothing significant to expect during such a season. Of course when the
church calendar was mapped out and the seasons named, the word did not have quite that
connotation, but today it does. “Ordinary” today carries connotations of uneventful, insignificant,
bland ... boring.
The season after the seasons is of a different sort of character. But it is no less active. God does not
sleep, Jesus does not take his eyes off of us, the Holy Spirit does not go into hibernation during this
season. It is a season during which we can and should enjoy the creation, enjoy worshipping and
learning and serving together, enjoy purposeful life. And there are many gifts we have been given
to remind us to give thanks to God. Even when we are going through the most difficult or uncertain
circumstances, we have much to be thankful for. That is not to minimize the difficult things, but to
refocus us on the One who is God over all things, and trust in Him, because He is good.
Ordinary Time is also a great season for reflecting and resetting. To seek God and rest in Him.
Again, for some of us, circumstances may cause us to wonder how to do that. Yet when we seek
Him and renew our trust in Him, God delights in bringing us the peace that passes understanding—
the peace that depends on God’s goodness and faithfulness, knowing that, no matter what, come
what may, we are safe in God’s hands. This is something that can be cultivated by seeking God in
prayer and devotion. How we each do that will be different, but the discipline is the same. As Henri
Nouwen puts it, it is “‘the effort to create some space in which God can act.” That may entail routine
practices like prayer, study, and worshipping together, or one-time courageous moments like
initiating a healing process in a smashed relationship, facing our own demons, letting go of
something comfortable, or embracing something uncomfortable.
Ordinary Time is indeed ordinary in the sense that these sorts of things are healthy and good all
year long. But it is far from inactive or boring. It is an opportunity to grow in our relationship with
God in all kinds of ways, to turn our hearts more completely toward Jesus. It is an opportunity for us
to open ourselves to the Holy Spirit, and see what He cooks up inside us and does through us.
Because, in Jesus Christ, the ordinary becomes extraordinary, and the extraordinary, ordinary.

PASTOR DOUG’S CONTACT INFO:
Cell/Text: (989) 780-2813
Email: PastorDoug@VassarFPC.org
Facebook: facebook.com/pastordougabel
LinkedIN: linkedin.com/in/pastordougabel
TWITTER: @REV_DSA
Do you or someone you know
need visitation?
In the hospital? Home bound? In a nursing
facility? Please let the church office know so that
Pastor Doug can visit them! You are also
encouraged to call your care team Deacon.

The Mission committee will be collecting school
supplies to donate to Vassar Schools during the
open house. A list of suggestions is on the table
in the Parlor. Collections dates will be from
8/5-8/19. If you have any questions, please
contact Tanya Steele (989-823-2278) The actual
backpacks have already been donated. We
are asking for the supplies to fill them.

Thanks to everyone

Choir practice
Will begin
Wednesday,
Sept. 5th

School Starts August 28th!

who helped or
came to this year’s VBS!!!
The Church Office will be
closed Sept. 3rd in

Financial
Notes

observance of Labor Day!

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
DEADLINE

Aug. 28

COMMUMION SERVERS August 5th
Assist Steve Franko
#1Dianne Hackett
#2Bob Strecker
#3Lynn Franko
#4Dan Johnson

GREETERS
5th- Selwyn & Alice Stuart
12th- Lynn & Cheryl Childs
19th- Bill & Linda Shoop
26th- Alex & Sue Campbell

USHERS
5th- David, Scott & Zack Wegrzyn
12th- Lori Hubbard & Mary Kennard

3 Debbie Van Wormer
14 Tim Franko
15 Marshall Brightman
15 Nancy Zuzula
17 Emily Finta
21 Jason Jacot
24 Lori Hubbard
28 Russ Hubbard

19th- Mark Bilbee, Mark O’Connor & Bobby
Staten
26th- Kevin Haines, Mike Kennard & Dan
Zuzula

WORSHIP LEADERS
5th-Steve Franko
12th-Tanya Steele
19th-Russ Hubbard
26th-Dianne Hackett

VIDEO/TECH

5th-Shelley Abel
12th-Dianne Hackett
19th-Tanya Steele
26th-TBA

5 Jim & Mary Lou DuBois
12 Steve & Lynn Franko
13 Scott & Kim Wegrzyn
14 Russ & Lori Hubbard
20 Kim & Debbie Van Wormer
20 Kevin & Brenda Haines
23 Mike & Mary Kennard
31 Al & Holly Williams

Nursery

5th- Bob Rice
12th- Sue Campbell
19th- Mary Kennard
26th- Kim Wegrzyn

**Please contact the Church office with any
additions or changes to our Birthday and
Anniversary list!**

WHAT’S GOING ON???
August 2018
Sunday

Monday
29

Tuesday
30

10:00 AM Worship

Wednesday
31

Thursday

8:30 AM WIC

5

6

Friday

1

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

1

6:30 PM Discipleship
& Growth Team
7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

7

8

5:30 PM Deacons

COMMUNION
10:00 AM Worship

12

13

14

10:00 AM Worship

15

6:30 PM Mission &
Outreach Team
7:30 PM Communication & Publicity Team

19

10:00 AM Worship

20

21

22

28

29

7:00 PM Cancer Support Group

8:30 AM WIC

Eid al-Adha
10:00 AM Book Club

26

10:00 AM Worship

27

8:30 AM WIC

7:00 PM Session
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Please note: this calendar is always on the website at
vassarfpc.org/know/view-church-calendar/
and is subject to change.

Vassar First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team Summaries
If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact the chairperson.

Come find your place with us as we build God’s Kingdom together!
Administration (Scott Wegrzyn)
This team has two sub-teams: personnel and finance. It oversees these and other general
administrative concerns of the church. It crafts a budget proposal each year for Session to
approve, oversees staff, considers staffing structure, crafts job descriptions, and recommends
building use policy.
Buildings & Grounds (Alex Campbell)
This team handles all things related to facility and property, such as routine maintenance, small
repairs, facility or equipment upgrades, tech needs, or large projects as approved by Session.
The church owns not only the church building and grounds, but also the upper parking lot and
the pastor’s manse, as well as the equipment and appliances inside them.
Communication and Publicity (Nicole Baker)
This team’s focus is providing for and managing communications and publicity, with internally and
externally, by prioritizing and appropriately timing these things and implying the most effective
method for them. This is not only so that any given need gets the best exposure appropriate to it,
but so that key events or initiatives don’t get “lost in the noise.” The team will work closely with the
church secretary to execute communication and publicity, but will curate what, how, and when any
communication publicity is done, and help establish processes and strategies for easy
management of the same.
Discipleship & Growth (Diane Rice)
This team’s stated mission is “Inviting you on a Journey with Jesus.” It oversees, enables,
resources, and supports the person-inviting, disciple-making and disciple-growing aspects of
the church’s ministry, from nursery to families to ecumenical Youth Group and VBS, to adult
professionals, to retirees. It is concerned with education, but not merely as knowledge transfer,
but heart changing: helping people of any age or stage meet Jesus, grow in faith, and become
committed followers of Jesus. This team also oversees and resources any small groups that
form, from study groups to affinity groups to service/mission groups.
Mission & Outreach (Shelley Abel)
This team concerns itself with supporting mission efforts that do not typically fall under our own
congregation’s ministry. These may be local, regional, statewide, national, or global in nature. In
many cases that support is financial, such as perhaps funding a missionary abroad. It may also
sometimes be more personal, like forming a work trip to a devastated area of our nation.
Worship & Music (Alex Campbell)
The worship & music team concerns itself with providing for the worship and music aspects of
our congregation, and considers not only present needs but future directions for forms of and
tools for worship. There are practical matters like making sure ushers and greeters are covered,
resourcing our choirs and accompanists, making sure candles are stocked, etc. It also, in
collaboration with the pastor and music staff, considers weightier matters like the practice and
philosophy of worship.
(Note: Nominating team is not listed because at-large members of this team are nominated by
previous nominating team and elected at the congregational meeting. Dan Johnson is the
chairperson this year)

CONTACT PERSONS
Pastor Doug Abel, (989) 780-2813 (Voice, VM, or Text)
Angie Ayotte, Church Office: (989) 823-7671

Elders
Shelley Abel ..............(989) 780-2817

Dan Johnson (Clerk) ........ (989) 823-2525

Nicole Baker .............(917) 776-9546

Diane Rice........................ (989) 992-9333

Alex Campbell...........(989) 823-3848

Scott Wegrzyn ..................(989) 529-1147

Lynn Childs ...............(989) 868-4802

Winona Williams...............(989) 823-7696

Dan Zuzula ...............(989) 871-3173

Deacons
Louanne Campbell ...(989) 823-3624

Bobby Staten ....................(989) 823-1235

Brenda Haines ..........(989) 871-3293

Tanya Steele, Mod. ..........(989) 823-2278

Mike Kennard............(989) 823-2192

Carol Swaffer ...................(989) 823-3756

Kate Pease ...............(989) 670-8669

Kim Wegrzyn ....................(989) 233-8460

Cheryl Sholty ............(989) 823-2438

PRAYER CHAINS
Telephone Chain: Louanne Campbell….(989) 823-3624
Email Chain: Angie Ayotte (office@VassarFPC.org)
or Pastor Doug (PastorDoug@VassarFPC.org)

Contact Persons
Session Ministry Teams:
Administration (Finance & Personnel) ...........................

Scott Wegrzyn

(989) 529-1147

Buildings & Grounds ......................................................
Discipleship & Growth ...................................................

Alex Campbell
Diane Rice

(989) 823-3848
(989) 992-9333

Communication & Publicity............................................

Nicole Baker

(917) 776-9546

Mission & Outreach .......................................................

Shelley Abel

(989) 780-2817

Nominating ....................................................................
Worship & Music ...........................................................

Dan Johnson
Alex Campbell

(989) 823-2525
(989) 823-3848

Deacons ...........................................................................

Tanya Steele

(989) 233-8460

Choir (Shared with FUMC) ...............................................

Pat Middlin

(989) 545-0948

Session Highlights
Session met on Thursday, June 28th, 2018. Here are some of the highlights of the
meeting. Pastor Doug Abel was our Moderator.
• Elders Diane Rice and Dan Zuzula were excused. Elder Lynn Childs was absent.
• Minutes of the May 31st, 2018 Stated meeting and the June 10th special
meeting were approved with minor corrections.
• Financial report shows we are operating on a -$ 14,482.32 for the year.
2018 apportionment is $26.94 per member. This is voluntary, but if we
could each write a check for that amount (per member), it would really
help.
• Next 5th Sunday is July 29th. Donations to the Minister’s Discretionary fund.
• Communion was served on June 3rd, 2018 by Pastor Doug Abel. Kim Wegrzyn
assisted. Elders serving were Nicole Baker, Lynn Franko, Dianne Hackett and
Diane Rice.
• Kammy Attarpour was baptized on June 10th; Ordination and Installation
service was held on June 10th, 2018; Franko-O’Hern wedding will take place
July 28th, 2018. Pastor Doug Abel will be doing all ceremonies.
• We are getting between 1 and 10 kids in Sunday School every week.
• REACH will be in Vassar in July of 2018. About 300 kids will be here.
• Vacation Bible School will be in the Methodist Church this year, Grace Lutheran
Church next year and Presbyterian Church the year after that. July 23rd – July
26th this year,
• Many projects are in the works this year for Buildings and Grounds.
•

A new table is has been purchased for the Heritage Room.

• Deacons have been assigned members of the congregation.
• Rummage sale earned about $1,100 for REACH but more fundraising is
necessary.
• Next Session meeting will be Thursday, July 26th, 2018.

First Presbyterian Church
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